
Public Fossil Dig - Pembina
-This dig is co-sponsored by the North Dakota Geological Survey, North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department, 
and Walhalla Economic Development.   We will be returning once again to the beautifully scenic Pembina Gorge in 
our ongoing search for sea monsters.  This Pierre Formation location, 80 million years old, holds some of the oldest 
surface rocks in North Dakota.  This was a time when North Dakota was covered with the Western Interior Seaway, 
and was home to great swimming reptiles called mosasaurs, giant squid, sea turtles, aquatic birds, large (and small) 
fish, snails, clams, and more.  These past few years we have been slowly uncovering the partial skeleton of a Mosasaur, 
and hope to find more yet.  

-When:  July 20th - 26th, 2015

-Where:  Near Walhalla, Cavalier County

-Cost Per Day:

$90 – ages 12 and up.  Fee includes breakfast, lunch, snack, transportation 
to the fossil site from Walhalla, and souvenir.  
7:00 am – 4:30 pm.

Full days:  Monday July 20th - Friday July 24th

Family days:  Saturday July 25th, Sunday July 26th (youth 10 and up 
accompanied by an adult)

7:00am - 4:30pm Full Family day includes breakfast, lunch, snack, 
transportation to and from Walhalla, souvenir.

 Cost:
  Family of 2:  $110
  Family of 3:  $165
  Family of 4:  $220

7:00am – 11:30am Half Family day morning includes breakfast, 
transportation to site     from Walhalla, souvenir.

12:00pm – 4:30pm Half Family day afternoon includes lunch, 
transportation to site from Walhalla, snack, souvenir.

 Cost:
  Family of 2:  $55
  Family of 3:  $85
  Family of 4:  $110

-Registration:

For reservations go to :  
www.walhalland.org
 
For more information contact:

Becky Barnes
NDGS paleontologist
(701) 328-1954
becbarnes@nd.gov

Jeff Person
NDGS paleontologist
(701) 328-2803
jjperson@nd.gov

Mike Duerre
ND Parks and Recreation
(701) 549-2444
mduerre@nd.gov

Ben Potts
ND Parks and Recreation
bpotts@nd.gov



Walhalla / Pembina Gorge Frequently Asked Questions:

Q:  Where do we meet?
A:  A shuttle will pick up people outside the Forestwood Inn, which will bring you to the Walhalla Country Club for 
breakfast and dig prsentation.

Q:  Can I take pictures?
A:  Please do!  We would love if you would be willing to share them with us as well.

Q:  How strenuous is this dig?
A:  This is a fairly low stress dig.  You will be driven nearly all the way to the site, at which point you will need to walk 
up a slight incline to get to our dig area.  Minor shoveling or pick axe work may be needed.  

Q:  If I get too hot, is there any shade?
A:  We have a shade tent and picnic tables nearby, where you can sit to cool off, or grab a drink of cold water.

Q:  What should I bring?
A:  Hat, sunglasses, and of course a camera.  We will provide all the tools you will be using throughout the day.  
Breakfast, lunch, or both will be provided, depending on which type of day you signed up for.

Q:  What types of fossils are we finding?
A:  80 million years ago the Pembina Gorge area was underwater – the Western Interior Seaway.  We have found 
mosasuars (giant sea lizards), squid, sea turtles, Xiphactinus & Enchodus fish, Hesperornis birds, and more.

Q:  Wow!  We can find a whole mosasaur?!
A:  While we have pulled out most of a mosasaur, the majority of what we are finding are parts and pieces.  Imagine 
creatures dying in an ocean, sinking down, being eaten, disturbed - we find lots of single elements.  A mosasaur jaw 
here.  A Xiphactinus vertebra there.  A rib from a turtle.

Q:  Can we keep the fossils we find?
A:  No – all fossils found will return to the State Fossil Collection in Bismarck, ND.  Most of the land we search on is 
State, Federal, or Foundation land (US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, Teddy Roosevelt Medora 
Foundation, etc.), and the NDGS curates whatever is found.  Feel free to take photos of whatever you find however! 

Q:  Is there a restroom?
A:  Yes – we have port-a-potties on site.

Q:  Will my cell phone work?
A:  Maybe – the signal varies in the area, but we ask that as courtesy to the other diggers, if you are going to use your 
phone to chat, please head off site.  It tends to get very distracting.

Q:  Can I smoke?
A:  Yes, but just like the cell phone use, as courtesy to the other diggers, we ask that you smoke off site.  Please take 
your cigarette butts with you as well – we want to make sure we keep the area clean.

Q:  I’m from out of town – where’s a good place to stay?
A:  A number of people have stayed at the Forestwood Inn.  

Q:  Where can I find some grub around here?
A:  Local restaurants include the Hwy 32 Diner, Walhalla Country Inn, Jackson’s Bar, etc.
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