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New York Times Editorial, reprinted  in National Geographic- 1951 



OIL & GAS UPDATE 

NDIC 2013-2014 Rulemaking 
More than 40 different sections of code 
Key Legislation: HB1134, HB1149, HB1198, HB1333, 
HB1348, SB2014 

 
Hearing October 1, 2013 
 
Comment period ended October 11, 2013 
 
Final NDIC approval December 19, 2013 
 
Effective date April 1, 2014 

 



OIL & GAS UPDATE 
The “BIG” one: HB 1333 

PIPELINES:  
 Requires basic construction reporting. 
 Construction Self-Certification & Location. 
 GIS layer available to Surface owner and tenant. 
 Sets pipeline abandonment & reclamation standards. 

 
ABANDONED OIL & GAS WELL SITE PLUGGING & 
RESTORATION FUND (AWPSRF): 
 Increased funding to respond to illegal dumping incidents.  
 Funded by Oil & Gas taxes, penalties from violations, OGD fees. 
 Responded to 4 incidents so far. 
   



OIL & GAS UPDATE 

Filter Sock Response: 
 
Permit Stipulations effective June 1, 2014  
required on-site: leak-proof, covered,  
labeled container. 
 
Applies to all disposal wells. 
Applies to oil & gas wells during drilling,  
completion and flow-back. 
 
Container must then be picked up by a  
licensed waste hauler and disposed of  
at an authorized facility.  

30 inches 



OIL & GAS UPDATE 
Flare reduction policy: 
 Approved by the Commission  on March 3, 2014 
Require Gas Capture Plan for all future increased density, temporary spacing and 
proper spacing cases. 
 
Require Gas Capture Plans for all applications for permit to drill after June 1, 
2014. 
 
Meet semi-annually with gathering companies. 
 
Develop web based pipeline incident report form. 
 
Pipeline Authority will track flaring on-off Fort Berthold Reservation. 
 
Held a hearing on April 22, 2014 to review Bakken and Three Forks field rules. 
Order expected around the end of June.  





OIL & GAS UPDATE 
Drilling Permit Review Policy (Areas of Interest) 
Approved on March 3, 2014 
Involves comment period for wells permitted on public lands 
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OIL & GAS UPDATE 

HB 1149  
& Spill Reporting: 
 
Two key Changes: 
Immediate notification  
followed by online report 
 
Additional information  
required at the time of  
the online report 



OIL & GAS UPDATE 

SB 2014 – Staffing 
 
2013-15 Biennium: 23 FTE’s (Full Time Equivalent) 

 5 emergency staff hires (filled) 
 18 of 23 positions filled (2 Field positions open) 
  3 contingent positions ETA July 2014 
 
2015-17 Biennium:  
 Working on budget request 
 Similar growth needed  



OIL & GAS UPDATE 

 
First barrel of oil produced in April 1951 
 
1 Billionth barrel of oil produced in October 
1989 
 
2 Billionth barrel of oil produced in November 
2011 
 
3 Billionth estimated in 2015-2016 
 

 



OIL & GAS UPDATE 

 
Became #3 Oil producing state in March 2012. 
   (January figures) 
 
Became #2 Oil producing state in May 2012.                   
   (March figures)  
 
March production 30.2 million barrels of oil or 
977,051 barrels of oil per day. 
 
33.6 billion cubic feet of natural gas or 1 billion 
cubic feet per day. 

 



OIL & GAS UPDATE 

1,100 to 2,700 wells/year = 2,000 expected 
 
190 rigs = 2,280 wells per year 
 
218 rigs in May 2012 completed first phase of drilling mid 
2012 
190 rigs will complete the second phase of drilling in 6-
12 months 
190 rigs will require about 20 years to complete phase 3 
drilling 
 
40,000 / 60,000 / 70,000 new wells  
 (est. 15,000 well pads) 

 



North Dakota update 
• Spotlight on the Bakken: Media Coverage 

– National Geographic 
– New York Times 
– The Globe and Mail (Canada)  
– BBC 
– Al-Jazeera America 
– Daily: California, Florida, New York, Washington, D.C., 

Colorado, Alaska.  
– Inquiries from Australia, France, Germany, Japan, United 

Kingdom, Poland, Austria.   



Questions?  

amritter@nd.gov  
 701-328-8036 

mailto:amritter@nd.gov
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