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North Dakota Update 
• Spotlight on the Bakken: Media Coverage 

– National Geographic 
– New York Times 
– The Globe and Mail (Canada)  
– BBC 
– Al-Jazeera America 
– Daily: California, Florida, New York, Washington, D.C., 

Colorado, Alaska.  
– Inquiries from Australia, France, Germany, Japan, United 

Kingdom, Poland, Austria.   



OIL & GAS UPDATE 

 
First barrel of oil produced in April 1951 
 
1 Billionth barrel of oil produced in October 
1989 
 
2 Billionth barrel of oil produced in November 
2011 
 
3 Billionth estimated in 2015 
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Phase 1 
“Discovery” 

Define the area 



35 rigs in April 2006 to 
200 rigs in January 2012 

completed first phase of drilling 



Phase 2 
“Homesteading” 
De-risk leases 



218 rigs in May 2012 
190 rigs through January 2015 

complete phase 2 of drilling 



Vern Whitten Photography 



Vern Whitten Photography 6 wells producing - drilling 7-12 - and 11-18 coming soon 

Phase 3   “Harvest”    6 – 28 or more wells per spacing unit 



BAKKEN 

Bakken Producer 













Well density is the big question 

Source:  Continental Resources 
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Issues 
• Waste management and minimization 

– Drill cuttings 
– Filter socks 
– Illegal dumping 

• Spill remediation 
• Reclamation standards 
• Flaring reduction 
• Infrastructure 

– Housing 
– Roads 
– Pipeline Regulation (PSC/DMR/ROW) 



North Dakota Oil Production
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What’s Ahead? 





Reclamation 
• 26,346 wells permitted as of 9/1/13 
• 1,291 approved locations 
• 1,136 drilling and completing 
• 9,096 producing 

 

• 8,432 reclaimed locations 
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