
 
 
 

600 East Boulevard Ave. - Dept 405 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0840 

(701) 328-8020 (701) 328-8000 

North Dakota Department of Mineral Resources 

http://www.state.nd.us/ndgs http://www.oilgas.nd.gov 
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 REGULATION 

Prevention 
 

43-02-03-19. SITE CONSTRUCTION 
43-02-03-19.2 DISPOSAL OF WASTE MATERIAL 
43-02-03-19.4. DRILLING PITS 
43-02-03-20. SEALING OFF STRATA 
43-02-03-21. CASING, TUBING, AND CEMENTING REQUIREMENTS 
43-02-03-29 WELL AND LEASE EQUIPMENT 
43-02-03-36 LIABILITY 
43-02-03-49 OIL PRODUCTION EQUIPMENT, DIKES, AND SEALS 
43-02-03-51.3 TREATING PLANT CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION REQUIREMENTS 
43-02-03-53 SALTWATER HANDLING FACILITIES 
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REGULATION 

Enforcement 
 

• Verbal notice of violation: at field level 
 

• Written notice of violation: inspector to operator 
 

• Official complaint with penalties: 
• Settle through consent agreement without hearing 
• Hearing before Administrative Law Judge 

– NDIC order 
– Appealable to District Court and Supreme Court 

 



Western 
Organization of 
Resource Councils 

Since 2011 the ND well count has gone from 6,500 to 15,000 and the number of inspectors 
from 17 to 32 so our current ratio is even lower at 470 wells per inspector. 



According to this same study ND is the only state or federal agency with enough inspectors to 
visit each well more than once per year (actually >5 times per year).  The BLM averages once 
per 3 years in ND and once per 10 years in WY. 

Western 
Organization of 
Resource Councils 



Western 
Organization of 
Resource Councils 



North Dakota     $22,000      $85,900     $118,900   $323,900        $69,900       $10,000  $3,930,000   $1,775,000   $2,812,500 
                 (1)               (2)              (5)            (4)                 (3)                 (1)               (40)                   (4)                  (9) 

2012         2013 

Western 
Organization of 
Resource Councils 



“The wheels of justice grind slowly, but surely and 
exceedingly fine.” 
 
- US Representative Richard Harvey Cain 1875 
 



RECLAMATION 
During active life of well or facility 
 
43-02-03-30 NOTIFICATION OF FIRES, LEAKS, SPILLS, OR BLOWOUTS 
43-02-03-30.1 LEAK AND SPILL CLEANUP 
43-02-03-36 LIABILITY 
 

MOA with Department of Health 
The NDIC and NDDH both have regulatory jurisdiction to prevent the pollution of soil and 
water resources of the state of North Dakota.   This agreement is entered into by each 
agency to promote interagency cooperation and to define the duties of each agency as they 
relate to environmental protection and corrective action activities associated with the oil 
and gas industry. 
Upon notification, if the NDDH identifies the reported spill as a violation of environmental 
law and a significant threat to the resources of the state, the NDDH shall contact the NDIC 
and work through them to implement appropriate assessment and corrective action 
activities.  If the NDIC deems the spill outside of their regulatory jurisdiction, they may 
defer to the NDDH as the lead agency to address and require appropriate corrective action. 
 

 
 



RECLAMATION 
Abandonment of well or facility 
 
43-02-03-29 WELL AND LEASE EQUIPMENT 
43-02-03-34.1 RECLAMATION OF SURFACE 
43-02-03-36 LIABILITY 
43-02-03-51.4 TREATING PLANT ABANDONMENT AND RECLAMATION REQUIREMENTS 
43-02-03-55 ABANDONMENT OF WELLS OR TREATING PLANTS-SUSPENSION OF DRILLING 
 

 
 



 
 

 RECLAMATION 
38-08-04.5. ABANDONED OIL AND GAS WELL PLUGGING 
AND SITE RECLAMATION FUND - BUDGET SECTION 
REPORT 

 
$7,869,798 in Fund (6-30-2014) 

$5 million/year, $75 million cap 
40 projects 

22 illegal dumping sites 
13 active 
  9 closed - $90,000 estimated cost 

18 active well/facility reclamation sites 
Est $100,000 each ($1.8 million total) 
 

 HB 1333 SECTION 11. APPLICATION. This Act does not 
 apply to the reclamation of an oil or gas-related pipeline or 
 associated facility put into service before August 1, 1983. 



“Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be 
our wishes, our inclinations, or the dictates of our 
passions, they cannot alter the state of facts and 
evidence.” 
 
- John Adams 1770  
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