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THREE FORKS

BAKKEN

Bakken Producer

15,000 sq mi
8000 wells

1H/1280



NORTH DAKOTA – 190 DRILLING RIGS – Jan 2013
NORTH DAKOTA – 192 DRILLING RIGS – MARCH 2014

Current drilling activity is focused

in Mountrail, Dunn, McKenzie, and Williams Counties.
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ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
Application For Permit To Drill
43-02-03-16

• confirm the legal street address has 
been requested for the well site

• address of well facility if separate
• proposed road access to nearest 

existing public road



North Dakota Development

• Resource Play
• Administrative Rules—effective 4-1-14

– Application for Permit to Drill
– Sign on Well or Facility
– Safety Regulation
– Multi-well Locations—small footprint
– Energy Corridors—industry & residents

• Bakken Results



ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
Sign on Well or Facility
43-02-03-17

• Wells and associated facilities must 
have a sign including the legal street 
address, if available
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ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
Safety Regulation
43-02-03-28

• operator must submit legal street 
address to the Commission upon 
receiving the legal street address



COMMISSION RECORDS
Address of Surface Location for all wells

– McKenzie County
– NWNE 16-149N-99W
– 245’FNL 1655’FEL of Section 16
– 47.731725  -103.354281 (NAD83)
– File No. 26483

Commission could provide updated
cross-reference for loc if caller knows File No.
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Six Wells on a Single Pad

Vern Whitten Photography



NORTH DAKOTA – 171 DRILLING RIGS – June 2011



NORTH DAKOTA – 171 DRILLING RIGS – June 2011
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Small Footprint
• Developed 13,000 acres
• 14 wells
• rough topography
• LMR Confluence

Vern Whitten Photography
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WELLS

• 10,022 wells currently producing
• 6,627 Bakken

• 1,000 more to secure leases
• 40,000 additional development wells

• 225 rigs – another 15 years
• 100 rigs – another 33 years

• Bakken Pool – 4 targets



Production 973,045 bopd (appr 898,700 from Bakken—92%)



5897
Bakken

10,022 total wells – 6,627 Bakken horizontal (66.1%)

Mostly
Bakken



Steep declines

65%-1st yr

35%-2nd yr

15%-3rd yr

10% thereafter



Possible 225-250 rigs

Proven

973,045 BOPD

6,627 Bakken and Three Forks wells drilled and completed
40,000 more new wells possible in thermal mature area



File No. 15092
Armstrong #1-5 Hanson
Sec 5-T155N-R102W
Williams County, ND

Reclaimed Location


