
BEFORE THE INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION 
 

OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 
 
 CASE NO.       21400 
 ORDER NO.    23742 
 
IN THE MATTER OF A HEARING CALLED ON 
A MOTION OF THE COMMISSION TO 
CONSIDER THE APPLICATION OF SM 
ENERGY CO. FOR AN ORDER AMENDING 
THE APPLICABLE ORDERS FOR THE 
AMBROSE-BAKKEN POOL TO ESTABLISH AN 
OVERLAPPING 2560-ACRE SPACING UNIT 
CONSISTING OF SECTIONS 15, 16, 21, AND 22, 
T.163N., R.99W., DIVIDE COUNTY, ND, AND 
AUTHORIZE THE DRILLING OF A 
HORIZONTAL WELL AT ANY LOCATION 
THEREON, OR GRANTING SUCH OTHER 
RELIEF AS MAY BE APPROPRIATE. 
 

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
 
THE COMMISSION FINDS: 
 
 (1) This cause came on for hearing at 9:00 a.m. on the 18th day of December, 2013. 
 
 (2) The witnesses for SM Energy Company (SM Energy) provided telephonic testimony 
in this matter pursuant to North Dakota Administrative Code (NDAC) Section 43-02-03-88.2.  
Telephonic Communication Affidavits were received on January 3, 2014; therefore, such 
testimony may be considered evidence. 
 
 (3) SM Energy made application to the Commission for an order amending the applicable 
orders for the Ambrose-Bakken Pool to establish an overlapping 2560-acre spacing unit 
consisting of Sections 15, 16, 21, and 22, Township 163 North, Range 99 West, Divide County, 
North Dakota (Sections 15, 16, 21, and 22), and authorize the drilling of a horizontal well at any 
location thereon, or granting such other relief as may be appropriate. 
 
 (4) Order No. 22966 entered in Case No. 20661, the most recent spacing order for the 
Ambrose-Bakken Pool, established proper spacing for the development of Zone I at one horizontal 
well per 640 acres, Zone II at up to three horizontal wells per 640 acres, Zone III at one horizontal 
well per 800 acres, Zone IV at up to seven horizontal wells per 800 acres, Zones V and VI at one 
horizontal well per 1280 acres, Zone VII at up to seven horizontal wells per 1280 acres, Zone VIII 
at a minimum of four horizontal wells, up to twelve horizontal wells, per 2080 acres, Zone IX at one 
horizontal well per 2560 acres, Zone X at up to thirteen horizontal wells per 2560 acres, Zone XI at 
two horizontal wells per 4160 acres, and Zone XII at two horizontal wells per 5120 acres. 
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(2) 

 (5) Sections 15 and 22; and Sections 16 and 21 are currently standup 1280-acre spacing units 
in Zone VII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
 (6) Sections 16 and 21 and Sections 17 and 20, Township 163 North, Range 99 West, Divide 
County, North Dakota, are also a 2560-acre spacing unit in Zone IX in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
 (7) Sections 15 and 22 and Sections 14, 23, 26, 27, 34, and 35, Township 163 North, Range 
99 West, Divide County, North Dakota, are also a 5120-acre spacing unit in Zone XII in the 
Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
 (8) SM Energy’s idealized development plan for the 2560-acre spacing unit described as 
Sections 15, 16, 21, and 22 is to drill a horizontal well in the first bench of the Three Forks 
Formation approximately down the north-south section lines between Sections 15 and 22; and 
Sections 16 and 21, slightly offset to the west.  Utilization of horizontal drilling technology as 
proposed would result in the well being completed at a location or locations not in compliance with 
current applicable spacing orders for the Ambrose-Bakken Pool.  The horizontal well design 
proposed may be preliminary and could be changed for various reasons which is permissible as long 
as the horizontal well design still justifies the spacing unit. 
 
 (9) The Commission believes that lease-line wells should be located approximately on the 
section lines with some allowance for local reservoir conditions and existing Bakken Pool wells.  
Current setback requirements in Bakken Pools for standup 1280-acre spacing units require a 
500-feet setback from the east and west boundaries, leaving a minimum 1000-feet window between 
adjacent horizontal wells in adjacent spacing units.  The purpose of a lease-line horizontal well is to 
recover the reserves from this 1000-feet window without unfairly encroaching on an existing 
horizontal well completed in a 1280-acre spacing unit or unfairly encroaching on the mineral or 
leasehold interest if the acreage is undeveloped or underdeveloped. 
 
 (10) The Commission believes the closer the lateral is to the interior north-south section lines 
in a 2560-acre spacing unit, the more likely it is to drain reserves equally from the adjoining spacing 
units. 
 
 (11) The Commission must balance its duty to prevent waste and its duty to protect correlative 
rights.  The Commission must weigh all factors and then issue a decision which best protects the 
correlative rights of all interested parties. 
 
 (12) The Commission understands not all development on both sides of a north-south 
lease-line will be symmetrical in all cases; therefore, the Commission should allow this lease-line 
development to take place within a 500-feet corridor to best protect the correlative rights of all 
interested parties. 
 
 (13) The Commission should establish a consistent well location corridor for all lease-line 
wells in 2560-acre spacing units. 
 
 (14) There is at least one horizontal well completed in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool in each of 
the standup 1280-acre spacing units described as Sections 15 and 22; and Sections 16 and 21. 
 
 (15) There were no objections to this application. 
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(3) 

 
 (16) If SM Energy’s activities are successful, greater ultimate recovery of oil and gas from the 
pool will be achieved which will prevent waste and the drilling of unnecessary wells in a manner 
which will not have a detrimental effect on correlative rights. 
 
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 
 
 (1) Sections 15, 16, 21, and 22, Township 163 North, Range 99 West, Divide County, North 
Dakota, are hereby established as a 2560-acre spacing unit for the exclusive purpose of drilling one 
horizontal well on a north-south orientation within said spacing unit within the Ambrose-Bakken 
Pool and Zone IX is hereby extended to include said spacing unit.  Existing and future vertical and 
directional wells drilled within the spacing unit herein established shall not be subject to this order. 
 
 (2) The Director is hereby authorized to exercise continuing jurisdiction in this matter to 
determine whether a horizontal well proposed or drilled upon the 2560-acre spacing unit herein 
established has justified the creation of such unit, to require amendments or modifications to the 
permit to drill for such horizontal well, and to deny a permit to drill in the event a well is proposed 
to be drilled in a manner inconsistent with the evidence that justified such spacing unit. 
 
 (3) Provisions established herein for the Ambrose-Bakken Pool are for the exclusive purpose 
of drilling horizontal wells.  Existing and future vertical and directional wells drilled within the area 
defined in paragraph (4) below shall not be subject to this order. 
 
 (4) The Ambrose Field is hereby defined as the following described tracts of land in Divide 
County, North Dakota: 
 
 TOWNSHIP 164 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, 35 AND 36, 
 
 TOWNSHIP 164 NORTH, RANGE 98 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 30 AND 31, 
 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 

ALL OF SECTIONS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 AND 36, 

 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 98 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 AND 31, 
 
 TOWNSHIP 162 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 1 THROUGH 36, INCLUSIVE, 
 
 TOWNSHIP 162 NORTH, RANGE 98 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 AND 31. 
 
 (5) The Ambrose-Bakken Pool is hereby redefined as the following described tracts of land 
in Divide County, North Dakota: 
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(4) 

ZONE I (640H) 
 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 26, 27, 34 AND 35, 
 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 98 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 30 AND 31, 
 
 TOWNSHIP 162 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 2, 3, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24 AND 36. 
 
ZONE II (3/640H) 
 
 TOWNSHIP 162 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 4, 5, 8 AND 9. 
 
ZONE III (800H-STANDUP) 
 
 TOWNSHIP 164 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, 35 AND 36. 
 
ZONE IV (7/800H-STANDUP) 
 
 TOWNSHIP 164 NORTH, RANGE 98 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 30 AND 31. 
 
ZONE V (1280H-STANDUP) 
 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 

ALL OF SECTIONS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 23, 24, 25 AND 36. 
 
ZONE VI (1280H-LAYDOWN-OVERLAPPING 640S) 
 
 TOWNSHIP 162 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 4 AND 5. 
 
ZONE VII (7/1280H-STANDUP) 
 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 AND 34, 
 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 98 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 AND 31, 
 
 TOWNSHIP 162 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 

ALL OF SECTIONS 1, 6, 7, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 
AND 36, 
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(5) 

 TOWNSHIP 162 NORTH, RANGE 98 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 AND 31. 
 
ZONE VIII (4-12/2080H-STANDUP) 
 
 TOWNSHIP 164 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, 35 AND 36, 
 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11 AND 12. 
 
ZONE IX (2560H-NORTH/SOUTH ORIENTATION) 
 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 100 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 25* AND 36*, 
*Sections 25 and 36 are within the West Ambrose Field. 
 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 

ALL OF SECTIONS 14, 15, 16, 17, 18*, 19*, 20, 21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34 
AND 35, 

*Sections 18 and 19 are within the West Ambrose Field. 
 
 TOWNSHIP 162 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 1 AND 12, 
 
 TOWNSHIP 162 NORTH, RANGE 98 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 5*, 6, 7, 8*, 17*, 18, 19 AND 20*. 
*Sections 5, 8, 17, and 20 are within the Blooming Prairie Field. 
 
ZONE X (13/2560H-STANDUP) 
 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 13, 14, 23, 24, 25, 26, 35 AND 36. 
 
ZONE XI (2/4160H-STANDUP) 
 
 TOWNSHIP 164 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 25, 26, 29, 30*, 31*, 32, 35 AND 36, 
 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 1, 2, 5, 6*, 7*, 8, 11 AND 12. 
*Sections 30, 31, 6, and 7 are within the West Ambrose Field. 
 
ZONE XII (2/5120H-STANDUP) 
 
 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 99 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 13, 14, 23, 24, 25, 26, 35 AND 36, 
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(6) 

 TOWNSHIP 163 NORTH, RANGE 98 WEST, 5TH PM 
 ALL OF SECTIONS 18, 19, 30 AND 31. 
 
 (6) The Ambrose-Bakken Pool is hereby defined as that accumulation of oil and gas found in 
the interval from 50 feet above the top of the Bakken Formation to 100 feet below the top of the 
Three Forks Formation within the limits of the field as set forth above, with an exception as noted in 
Zone IX below. 
 
 (7) The proper spacing for the development of Zone I in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool is hereby 
set at one horizontal well per 640-acre spacing unit. 
 
 (8) All portions of the well bore not isolated by cement of any horizontal well in Zone I in 
the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be no closer than 500 feet to the boundary of the spacing unit the 
lateral is most nearly parallel to and 200 feet to the boundary of the spacing unit the lateral is most 
nearly perpendicular to.  Measurement inaccuracies in the directional survey equipment need not be 
considered except when deemed necessary by the Director. 
 
 (9) Spacing units hereafter created in Zone I in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall consist of a 
governmental section. 
 
 (10) Zone I in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall not be extended except by further order of the 
Commission after due notice and hearing. 
 
 (11) The proper spacing for the development of Zone II in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool is 
hereby set at up to three horizontal wells per 640-acre spacing unit. 
 
 (12) All portions of the well bore not isolated by cement of any horizontal well in Zone II in 
the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be no closer than 500 feet to the boundary of the spacing unit the 
lateral is most nearly parallel to and 200 feet to the boundary of the spacing unit the lateral is most 
nearly perpendicular to.  Measurement inaccuracies in the directional survey equipment when 
calculating the bottom hole location in a horizontal well need not be considered. 
 
 (13) Spacing units hereafter created in Zone II in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall consist of a 
governmental section. 
 
 (14) Zone II in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall not be extended except by further order of the 
Commission after due notice and hearing. 
 
 (15) The proper spacing for the development of Zone III in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool is 
hereby set at one horizontal well per standup 800-acre spacing unit. 
 
 (16) All portions of the well bore not isolated by cement of any horizontal well in Zone III in 
the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be no closer than 500 feet to the east or west boundary and 200 feet 
to the north or south boundary of the spacing unit.  Measurement inaccuracies in the directional 
survey equipment need not be considered except when deemed necessary by the Director. 
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(7) 

 (17) Sections 25 and 36; Sections 26 and 35; Sections 27 and 34; Sections 28 and 33; and 
Sections 29 and 32, Township 164 North, Range 99 West, Divide County, North Dakota, are hereby 
designated standup 800-acre spacing units in Zone III in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
 (18) Spacing units hereafter created in Zone III in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be standup 
spacing units designated by the Commission. 
 
 (19) Zone III in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall not be extended except by further order of the 
Commission after due notice and hearing. 
 
 (20) The proper spacing for the development of Zone IV in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool is 
hereby set at up to seven horizontal wells per standup 800-acre spacing unit. 
 
 (21) All portions of the well bore not isolated by cement of any horizontal well in Zone IV in 
the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be no closer than 500 feet to the east or west boundary and 200 feet 
to the north or south boundary of the spacing unit.  Measurement inaccuracies in the directional 
survey equipment when calculating the bottom hole location in a horizontal well need not be 
considered. 
 
 (22) Sections 30 and 31, Township 164 North, Range 98 West, Divide County, North Dakota, 
are hereby designated a standup 800-acre spacing unit in Zone IV in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
 (23) Spacing units hereafter created in Zone IV in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be standup 
spacing units designated by the Commission. 
 
 (24) Zone IV in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall not be extended except by further order of the 
Commission after due notice and hearing. 
 
 (25) The proper spacing for the development of Zone V in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool is 
hereby set at one horizontal well per standup 1280-acre spacing unit. 
 
 (26) All portions of the well bore not isolated by cement of any horizontal well in Zone V in 
the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be no closer than 500 feet to the east or west boundary and 200 feet 
to the north or south boundary of the spacing unit.  Measurement inaccuracies in the directional 
survey equipment need not be considered except when deemed necessary by the Director. 
 
 (27) Sections 1 and 12; Sections 2 and 11; Sections 3 and 10; Sections 4 and 9; Sections 5 and 
8; Sections 13 and 24; Sections 14 and 23; and Sections 25 and 36, Township 163 North, Range 99 
West, Divide County, North Dakota, are hereby designated standup 1280-acre spacing units in Zone 
V in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
 (28) Spacing units hereafter created in Zone V in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be standup 
spacing units consisting of two adjacent governmental sections. 
 
 (29) Zone V in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall not be extended except by further order of the 
Commission after due notice and hearing. 
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(8) 

 (30) The proper spacing for the development of Zone VI in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool is 
hereby set at one horizontal well per laydown 1280-acre spacing unit. 
 
 (31) All portions of the well bore not isolated by cement of any horizontal well in Zone VI in 
the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be no closer than 500 feet to the east or west boundary and 200 feet 
to the north or south boundary of the spacing unit.  Measurement inaccuracies in the directional 
survey equipment need not be considered except when deemed necessary by the Director. 
 
 (32) Sections 4 and 5, Township 162 North, Range 99 West, Divide County, North Dakota, 
are hereby designated a laydown 1280-acre spacing unit in Zone VI in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
 (33) Spacing units hereafter created in Zone VI in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be laydown 
spacing units consisting of two adjacent governmental sections which overlap 640-acre spacing 
units. 
 
 (34) Zone VI in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall not be extended except by further order of the 
Commission after due notice and hearing. 
 
 (35) The proper spacing for the development of Zone VII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool is 
hereby set at up to seven horizontal wells per standup 1280-acre spacing unit. 
 
 (36) All portions of the well bore not isolated by cement of any horizontal well in Zone VII in 
the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be no closer than 500 feet to the east or west boundary and 200 feet 
to the north or south boundary of the spacing unit.  Measurement inaccuracies in the directional 
survey equipment when calculating the bottom hole location in a horizontal well need not be 
considered. 
 
 (37) Sections 15 and 22; Sections 16 and 21; Sections 17 and 20; Sections 27 and 34; Sections 
28 and 33; Sections 29 and 32; Sections 30 and 31, Township 163 North, Range 99 West; Sections 
6 and 7; Sections 18 and 19; Sections 30 and 31, Township 163 North, Range 98 West; Sections 1 
and 12; Sections 6 and 7; Sections 16 and 21; Sections 17 and 20; Sections 18 and 19; Sections 25 
and 36; Sections 26 and 35; Sections 27 and 34; Sections 28 and 33; Sections 29 and 32; Sections 
30 and 31, Township 162 North, Range 99 West; Sections 6 and 7; Sections 18 and 19; and 
Sections 30 and 31, Township 162 North, Range 98 West, Divide County, North Dakota, are hereby 
designated standup 1280-acre spacing units in Zone VII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
 (38) Spacing units hereafter created in Zone VII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be standup 
spacing units consisting of two adjacent governmental sections. 
 
 (39) Zone VII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall not be extended except by further order of 
the Commission after due notice and hearing. 
 
 (40) The proper spacing for the development of Zone VIII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool is 
hereby set at a minimum of four horizontal wells, up to twelve horizontal wells, per standup 
2080-acre spacing unit. 
 
 (41) All portions of the well bore not isolated by cement of any horizontal well in Zone VIII 
in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be no closer than 500 feet to the east or west boundary and 200 
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(9) 

feet to the north or south boundary of the spacing unit.  Measurement inaccuracies in the directional 
survey equipment when calculating the bottom hole location in a horizontal well need not be 
considered. 
 
 (42) Sections 25 and 36, Township 164 North, Range 99 West and Sections 1 and 12, 
Township 163 North, Range 99 West; Sections 26 and 35, Township 164 North, Range 99 West 
and Sections 2 and 11, Township 163 North, Range 99 West; Sections 27 and 34, Township 164 
North, Range 99 West and Sections 3 and 10, Township 163 North, Range 99 West; Sections 28 
and 33, Township 164 North, Range 99 West and Sections 4 and 9, Township 163 North, Range 99 
West; and Sections 29 and 32, Township 164 North, Range 99 West and Sections 5 and 8, 
Township 163 North, Range 99 West, Divide County, North Dakota, are hereby designated standup 
2080-acre spacing units in Zone VIII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
 (43) A mirror offset horizontal well to the Le Mans #11-2-163-99H well (File No. 20341) 
shall be drilled and completed in the standup 800-acre spacing unit described as Sections 26 and 35, 
Township 164 North, Range 99 West; Divide County, North Dakota; a mirror offset horizontal well 
to the Biscayne #0310-04TFH well (File No. 21363) shall be drilled and completed in the standup 
800-acre spacing unit described as Sections 27 and 34, Township 164 North, Range 99 West; 
Divide County, North Dakota; a mirror offset horizontal well to the Skyline #4-9-163-99H well 
(File No. 20646) shall be drilled and completed in the standup 800-acre spacing unit described as 
Sections 28 and 33, Township 164 North, Range 99 West; Divide County, North Dakota; and a 
mirror offset horizontal well to the Thomte #8-5-163-99H well (File No. 20837) shall be drilled and 
completed in the standup 800-acre spacing unit described as Sections 29 and 32, Township 164 
North, Range 99 West, Divide County, North Dakota, within twelve months of completing the first 
horizontal well in each respective standup 2080-acre spacing unit.  A minimum of four horizontal 
wells shall be drilled and completed within each proposed standup 2080-acre spacing unit within 
twenty-four months from when the first horizontal well is completed in each respective standup 
2080-acre spacing unit.  If these conditions are not met, the Commission shall schedule the matter 
for consideration to reduce the size of the spacing unit. 
 
 (44) Spacing units hereafter created in Zone VIII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be 
standup spacing units designated by the Commission. 
 
 (45) Zone VIII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall not be extended except by further order of 
the Commission after due notice and hearing. 
 
 (46) The proper spacing for the development of Zone IX in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool is 
hereby set at one horizontal well per 2560-acre spacing unit drilled on a north-south orientation. 
 
 (47) The Ambrose-Bakken Pool in Zone IX is hereby defined as that accumulation of oil and 
gas found in the interval from the base of the Bakken Formation to 100 feet below the top of the 
Three Forks Formation in those 2560-acre spacing units described in paragraph (49) below.  The 
Ambrose-Bakken Pool in the spacing units described in paragraph (50) below is as described in 
paragraph (6) above. 
 
 (48) All portions of the well bore not isolated by cement of any horizontal well in Zone IX in 
the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be located approximately down the north-south axis and no closer 
than 200 feet to the north or south boundary of the spacing unit.  Measurement inaccuracies in the 
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(10) 

directional survey equipment need not be considered except when deemed necessary by the 
Director. 
 
 (49) Sections 16, 17, 20, and 21; Sections 28, 29, 32, and 33; Sections 29, 30, 31, and 32, 
Township 163 North, Range 99 West; and Sections 25* and 36*, Township 163 North, Range 100 
West and Sections 30 and 31, Township 163 North, Range 99 West, Divide County, North Dakota, 
are hereby designated 2560-acre spacing units in Zone IX in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
*Sections 25 and 36 are within the West Ambrose Field. 
 
 (50) Sections 14, 15, 22, and 23; Sections 15, 16, 21, and 22; Sections 17, 18*, 19*, and 20; 
Sections 26, 27, 34, and 35, Township 163 North, Range 99 West; Sections 1 and 12, Township 162 
North, Range 99 West and Sections 6 and 7, Township 162 North, Range 98 West; Sections 5**, 6, 
7, and 8**; and Sections 17**, 18, 19, and 20**, Township 162 North, Range 98 West, Divide 
County, North Dakota, are hereby designated 2560-acre spacing units in Zone IX in the 
Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
*Sections 18 and 19 are within the West Ambrose Field. 
**Sections 5, 8, 17, and 20 are within the Blooming Prairie Field. 
 
 (51) Spacing units hereafter created in Zone IX in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall consist of 
four adjacent governmental sections designated by the Commission. 
 
 (52) Zone IX in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall not be extended except by further order of the 
Commission after due notice and hearing. 
 
 (53) The proper spacing for the development of Zone X in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool is 
hereby set at up to thirteen horizontal wells per standup 2560-acre spacing unit. 
 
 (54) All portions of the well bore not isolated by cement of any horizontal well in Zone X in 
the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be no closer than 500 feet to the east or west boundary and 200 feet 
to the north or south boundary of the spacing unit.  Measurement inaccuracies in the directional 
survey equipment when calculating the bottom hole location in a horizontal well need not be 
considered. 
 
 (55) Sections 13, 24, 25, and 36; and Sections 14, 23, 26, and 35, Township 163 North, Range 
99 West, Divide County, North Dakota, are hereby designated standup 2560-acre spacing units in 
Zone X in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
 (56) Spacing units hereafter created in Zone X in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be standup 
spacing units consisting of four adjacent governmental sections. 
 
 (57) Zone X in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall not be extended except by further order of the 
Commission after due notice and hearing. 
 
 (58) The proper spacing for the development of Zone XI in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool is 
hereby set at two horizontal wells per standup 4160-acre spacing unit. 
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(11) 

 (59) All portions of the well bore not isolated by cement of any horizontal well in Zone XI in 
the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be located approximately down the north-south axis and no closer 
than 200 feet to the north or south boundary of the spacing unit.  Measurement inaccuracies in the 
directional survey equipment need not be considered except when deemed necessary by the 
Director. 
 
 (60) Sections 25, 26, 35, and 36, Township 164 North, Range 99 West and Sections 1, 2, 11, 
and 12, Township 163 North, Range 99 West; and Sections 29, 30*, 31*, and 32, Township 164 
North, Range 99 West and Sections 5, 6*, 7*, and 8, Township 163 North, Range 99 West, Divide 
County, North Dakota, are hereby designated standup 4160-acre spacing units in Zone XI in the 
Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
*Sections 30, 31, 6, and 7 are within the West Ambrose Field. 
 
 (61) A horizontal well shall be completed in the standup 800-acre spacing unit described as 
Sections 26 and 35, Township 164 North, Range 99 West, Divide County, North Dakota, prior to 
completing any horizontal well in the standup 4160-acre spacing unit described as Sections 25, 26, 
35, and 36, Township 164 North, Range 99 West and Sections 1, 2, 11, and 12, Township 163 
North, Range 99 West, Divide County, North Dakota. 
 
 (62) In order to protect correlative rights and to justify the standup 4160-acre spacing units 
described as Sections 25, 26, 35, and 36, Township 164 North, Range 99 West and Sections 1, 2, 
11, and 12, Township 163 North, Range 99 West; and Sections 29, 30*, 31*, and 32, Township 164 
North, Range 99 West and Sections 5, 6*, 7*, and 8, Township 163 North, Range 99 West, Divide 
County, North Dakota, the two horizontal wells shall be drilled consecutively and target the same 
zone. 
 
*Sections 30, 31, 6, and 7 are within the West Ambrose Field. 
 
 (63) Spacing units hereafter created in Zone XI in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be 
designated by the Commission. 
 
 (64) Zone XI in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall not be extended except by further order of the 
Commission after due notice and hearing. 
 
 (65) The proper spacing for the development of Zone XII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool is 
hereby set at two horizontal wells per standup 5120-acre spacing unit. 
 
 (66) All portions of the well bore not isolated by cement of any horizontal well in Zone XII in 
the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be located approximately down the north-south axis and no closer 
than 200 feet to the north or south boundary of the spacing unit.  Measurement inaccuracies in the 
directional survey equipment need not be considered except when deemed necessary by the 
Director. 
 
 (67) Sections 13, 14, 23, 24, 25, 26, 35, and 36, Township 163 North, Range 99 West; and 
Sections 13, 24, 25, and 36, Township 163 North, Range 99 West and Sections 18, 19, 30, and 31, 
Township 163 North, Range 98 West, Divide County, North Dakota, are hereby designated standup 
5120-acre spacing units in Zone XII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
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(12) 

 
 (68) In order to protect correlative rights and to justify the standup 5120-acre spacing units 
described as Sections 13, 14, 23, 24, 25, 26, 35, and 36, Township 163 North, Range 99 West; and 
Sections 13, 24, 25, and 36, Township 163 North, Range 99 West and Sections 18, 19, 30, and 31, 
Township 163 North, Range 98 West, Divide County, North Dakota, the two horizontal wells shall 
be drilled consecutively and target the same zone. 
 
 (69) Spacing units hereafter created in Zone XII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall consist of 
eight adjacent governmental sections designated by the Commission. 
 
 (70) Zone XII in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall not be extended except by further order of 
the Commission after due notice and hearing. 
 
 (71) The operator of any horizontally drilled well in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall cause to 
be made a directional survey of the well bore.  The directional survey contractor shall file a certified 
survey with the Commission within 30 days after completion of the well in accordance with NDAC 
Section 43-02-03-25.  The survey shall be of sufficient quality to enable the Commission to 
determine the entire completion location of the well and its terminus. 
 
 (72) The Director is hereby authorized to exercise continuing jurisdiction to determine 
whether any well proposed or drilled upon any spacing unit herein established has justified the 
creation of such unit, to require amendments or modifications to the permit to drill for such well, 
and to deny a permit to drill in the event a well is proposed to be drilled in a manner inconsistent 
with the evidence that justified the spacing requirements in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
 
 (73) The Commission shall have continuing jurisdiction in this matter and specifically 
reserves the authority, upon its own motion or the motion of any interested party, to:  (1) review the 
spacing requirements for the Ambrose-Bakken Pool; (2) determine whether the separate zones of 
spacing established herein are warranted; and (3) make such further amendments or modifications 
to the spacing requirements for the Ambrose-Bakken Pool as the Commission deems appropriate. 
 
 (74) No well shall be drilled or produced in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool, as defined herein, 
except in conformity with the regulations above without special order of the Commission after due 
notice and hearing. 
 
 (75) The following rules concerning the casing, tubing and equipping of wells shall apply to 
the subsequent drilling and operation of wells in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool: 
 

 (a) The surface casing shall consist of new or reconditioned pipe that has been 
previously tested to 1000 pounds per square inch.  The casing shall be set and 
cemented at a point not less than 50 feet below the base of the Fox Hills 
Formation.  Sufficient cement shall be used to fill the annular space outside the 
pipe to the surface of the ground, or the bottom of the cellar, and sufficient 
scratchers and centralizers shall be used to assure a good cement job.  Cement 
shall be allowed to stand a minimum of 12 hours before drilling the plug or 
initiating tests.  The quality of cement shall conform to the standards provided 
under NDAC Section 43-02-03-21.  After cementing, the casing shall be tested by 
application of pump pressure of at least 1000 pounds per square inch.  If, at the 
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end of 30 minutes this pressure has dropped 100 pounds per square inch or more, 
the casing shall be repaired.  Thereafter, the casing shall again be tested in the 
same manner.  Further work shall not proceed until a satisfactory test has been 
obtained; 

 
 (b) The producing or oil string shall consist of new or reconditioned pipe that has 

been previously tested to 2000 pounds per square inch.  Casing shall be set and 
cemented at a point not higher than the top of the producing formation, or at a 
point approved by the Director.  Sufficient cement shall be used and applied in 
such a manner as to protect and isolate all formations containing oil and/or gas, 
protect the pipe through salt sections encountered, and isolate the Dakota-Lakota 
Series.  The cement shall be allowed to stand a minimum of 15 hours before 
drilling the plug or initiating tests.  The quality of cement shall conform to the 
standards provided under NDAC Section 43-02-03-21.  After cementing, the 
casing shall be tested by application of pump pressure of at least 1500 pounds per 
square inch.  If, at the end of 30 minutes this pressure has dropped 150 pounds per 
square inch or more, the casing shall be repaired.  Thereafter, the casing shall 
again be tested in the same manner.  Further work shall not proceed until a 
satisfactory test has been obtained; 

 
 (c) All well-head fittings and connections shall have a working pressure in excess of 

that to which they are expected to be subjected; and, 
 
 (d) All wells shall be equipped with tubing; a tubing packer must also be utilized in 

flowing wells unless a waiver is obtained from the Director after demonstrating 
the casing will not be subjected to excessive pressure or corrosion; all tubing shall 
be of sufficient internal diameter to allow the passage of a bottom hole pressure 
gauge for the purpose of obtaining bottom hole pressure measurements. 

 
 (76) The gas-oil ratio of all wells not connected to a gas gathering system shall be measured 
annually during the month of May.  The reservoir pressure shall be measured in any well completed 
in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool if deemed necessary by the Director.  Drill stem test pressures are 
acceptable for determining reservoir pressure.  Pressure measurements shall be made at or adjusted 
to a subsea datum of 5740 feet.  All gas-oil ratio and reservoir pressure determinations shall be 
made by methods approved by the Director and reported to the Director within 15 days following 
the end of the month in which they are determined.  The Director is authorized to waive these 
requirements if the necessity therefore can be demonstrated to his satisfaction.  All additional gas-oil 
ratio and reservoir pressure determinations conducted on any well, but not specially required herein, 
shall be reported to the Director within 15 days following the end of the month in which they are 
determined. 
 
 (77) No salt water, drilling mud, crude oil, or waste oil shall be stored in pits in this field, 
except in an emergency, and approved by the Director. 
 
 (78) All wells in the Ambrose-Bakken Pool shall be allowed to produce at a maximum 
efficient rate for a period of 60 days commencing on the first day oil is produced through well-head 
equipment into tanks from the ultimate producing interval after casing has been run; after that, oil 
production from such wells shall not exceed an average of 200 barrels per day for a period of 60 
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days; after that, oil production from such wells shall not exceed an average of 150 barrels per day 
for a period of 60 days, thereafter, oil production from such wells shall not exceed an average of 100 
barrels of oil per day; if and when such wells are connected to a gas gathering and processing 
facility the foregoing restrictions shall be removed, and the wells shall be allowed to produce at a 
maximum efficient rate.  The Director is authorized to issue an administrative order allowing 
unrestricted production at a maximum efficient rate for a period not to exceed 120 days, 
commencing on the first day oil is produced through well-head equipment into tanks from the 
ultimate producing interval after casing has been run, if the necessity therefor can be demonstrated 
to his satisfaction. 
 
 (79) If the flaring of gas produced with crude oil from the Ambrose-Bakken Pool causes, or 
threatens to cause, degradation of ambient air quality, production from the pool shall be further 
restricted. 
 
 (80) This order shall cover all of the Ambrose-Bakken Pool, common source of supply of 
crude oil and/or natural gas as herein defined, and continues in full force and effect until further 
order of the Commission or until the last well in the pool has been plugged and abandoned. 
 
 
 Dated this 14th day of March, 2014. 
 
 
 INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION 
 STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 
 
 By the Director, on behalf of the Commission 
 
 /s/  Lynn D. Helms, Director  
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING 

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH 

I, Belinda Dickson, being duly sworn upon oath, depose and say: That on the 19th day of 
March, 2014 enclosed in separate envelopes true and correct copies of the attached Order No. 
23742 of the North Dakota Industrial Commission, and deposited the same with the United 
States Postal Service in Bismarck, North Dakota, with postage thereon fully paid, directed to the 
fo llowing persons by the Industrial Commission in Case No. 21400: 

JOHN MORRISON 
CROWLEY FLECK PLLP 
PO BOX 2798 
BISMARCK ND 58502 

Belinda Dickson 
Oil & Gas Division 

On this 24th day of April, 2014 before me personally appeared Belinda Dickson to me known as 
the person described in and who executed the foregoing instrument and acknowledged that she 
executed the same as her free act and deed. 

JEANETTE BEAN 
Notary Public 

State of North Dakota [ 
My Commission Expires May 25, 2017 J 

• •• 4>< 
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Kadrmas, Bethany R.

From: Lisa Herberholz <lherberholz@crowleyfleck.com>
Sent: Friday, January 03, 2014 8:51 AM
To: Hicks, Bruce E.
Cc: Kadrmas, Bethany R.
Subject: Telephonic Affidavits
Attachments: SM - Bryant Telephonic Aff 21400.pdf; SM - Heringer Telephonic Aff 21400.pdf; SM - 

Kintzing Telephonic Aff 21400.pdf

 

Attached please find telephonic affidavits in Case No. 21400. Thank you. 
 
Lisa 
 
*Please note our address change for the Bismarck office below. 

 
Lisa Herberholz 
Administrative Assistant 
Crowley Fleck PLLP 
100 West Broadway Avenue, Suite 250 
P.O. Box 2798 
Bismarck, ND  58502 
Direct 701.224.7538  
Fax 701.222.4853 
lherberholz@crowleyfleck.com  
 
This electronic mail transmission may constitute an attorney‐client communication that is privileged at law. It is not intended for transmission to, or receipt by, any 
unauthorized persons. If you have received this electronic mail transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it, and notify the sender by 
reply e‐mail or by calling Crowley Fleck PLLP, so that our address record can be corrected. 

 

 
 
This email has been scanned for email related threats and delivered safely by Mimecast. For more information 
please visit http://www.mimecast.com  









BEFORE THE NORTH DAKOTA 
INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION 

CASE NO. 21400 

APPLICATION FOR ESTABLISHING AN 
OVERLAPPING 2560-ACRE SP ACING UNIT 

CONSISTING OF SECTIONS 15, 16, 21, 22, T.163N., 
R99W., AND AUTHORIZE THE DRILLING OF A 

HORIZONTAL WELL AT ANY LOCATION THEREON, 
OR GRANTING SUCH OTHER RELIEF AS MAY BE 

APPROPRIATE. 

AMBROSE-BAKKEN POOL 
Divide County, ND 

December 18, 2013 

SM ENERGY COMP ANY 

SMA 
ENERGY 



T163N-R99W 

Secs. 15 & 22 {Baja 1522-04TF & SH) 

1280.00 acres 

WI Owner 

Samson Reso urces 

Bakken Hunter LLC 

Williston Hunter 

Meridian Oil Inc 

Whiting Petroleum 

Crescent Point Energy 

Bodine Oil & Gas LP 

David H. Arrington 

J. Hiram Moore, Ltd. 

Northern Oil & Gas, Inc. 

Kuhn Oil Co. 

Debbie Schmitt, LLC 

GW1(%) 

35.35752 

25.25537 

6.73477 

6.25000 

4.48219 

4.21875 

3.32472 

2.26293 

2.18750 

1.56250 

1.55039 

1.55039 

Saxon Oil, LLC 1.15301 

MHM Resources 0.93750 

Sixty Nine Oi l & Gas 0.67852 

Domestic Pet roleum Investments Inc. 0.59597 

Ameri ca n Eagle Energy 

Paw Print Oil & Gas, et al 

T163N-R99W 

SECS. 16 & 21 {Waters 4-28H) 

1280.00 acres 

WI Owner 

SM Energy Company 

Armstrong Resources, LLC 

David S. and Jennifer Gjovig, as JT 

Markham H. Gjovig 

Rory A. Gjovig 

David S. Gjovig 

Timothy E. Gjovig 

Shanon D. Gjovig 

Armalee LLC 

Timothy DeWayne Peterson, Jr. 

SM A 
ENE RC 

0.46875 

1.42923 

100 

GWI(%) 

76.90973 

18.75000 

2.08333 

0.41667 

0.41667 

0.41667 

0.41667 

0.41666 

0.10416 

0 .06944 

100 

Summary Ownership: 

2560 Acre Unit: 

Secs. 15, 16, 21 & 22 -T163N-R99W 

WI Owner 

SM Energy Company 

Samson Resources 

Bakken Hunter UC 

Armstrong Resources, LLC 

Williston Hunter 

Meridian Oil Inc 

Whiting Petroleum 

Crescent Po int Energy 

Bodine Oil & Gas LP 

David H. Arrington 

David S. and Jennifer Gjovig, as JT 

J. Hiram Moore, Ltd. 

Northern Oil & Gas, Inc. 

Kuhn Oil Co . 

Debbie Schmitt, LLC 

Saxon Oil, LLC 

MHM Resources 

Sixty Nine Oil & Gas 

Domestic Petro leum Investments Inc. 

American Eagle Energy 
Markham H. Gjovig 

Rory A. Gjovig 

David S. Gjovig 

Timothy E. Gjovig 

Shanon D. Gjovig 

Armalee LLC 

Timothy Dewayne Peterson, Jr. 

Paw Print Oil & Gas, et al 

' CJ 

GWI(%) 

38.45487 

17.67876 

12.62769 

9.37500 

3.36738 

3.12500 

2.24109 

2.10938 

1.66236 

1.13146 

1.04167 

1.09375 

0.78125 

0.77520 

0.77520 

0.57650 

0.46875 

0.33926 

0.29798 

0.23438 

0.20834 

0.20834 

0.20834 

0.20834 

0.20833 

0.05208 

0.03472 

0.71458 

100 

North Dakota 
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Exhibit I\ 

EXHIBIT A 
Spacing Unit/Ownership Map 

Divide County, ND 
NDIC CASE NO. 21400 

December 18, 2013 
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CASE NO. 21400 

EXHIBIT B 
STRUCTURE MAP 
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SM Energy's Waters 4-28H 

NDIC CASE 21400 

EXHIBIT D 

Ambrose-Bakken Pools 

Amend Field Rules 

Divide County, ND 

Spacing Strategy 
Nl300' between Three Forks Laterals 

Nl300' between Bakken Laterals 

N650' between Laterals 

Nl300' 

Nl300' 

Proposed 2560 Well 
Samson's Baja lH-SH 

- Three Forks 
- - • Three Forks Proposed 

Middle Bakken 
- - • Middle Bakken Proposed 

Exhibit Dis a visual example for SM Energy's current spacing strategy for Bakken and Three Forks 

Development in the area. The example of shows the approximate placement of existing and future 

potential wells based on the current plan of development. 
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NDIC CASE 21400 

EXHIBIT E 
Ambrose-Bakken Pools 

Amend Field Rules 

Divide County, ND 

SM Energy Three Forks lnfills 
West Ambrose Field 

--Torgeson 14-19HN --Torgeson 2-30HNA 

Torgeson 2-30HNB --Prochnick 15-35HSA 

--Procl1nick 15-35HSB - Prochnick l 5-35HS 

--Gulbranson 1- lH - - • 370 MBO Type Curve 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Months 
-----·-------------------· 

Exhibit E shows the production performance of SM Energy infill Three Forks well in the West Ambrose 

Field . The infill wells were drilled with 1,100' to 1,400' between lateral of their closest offset in various 

areas of the field . The average performance of the infills exceeds the 370 MBO type curves, which yields 

economic results. 

I NDUSTR 1 .~L COMMISSION 
STkTE OF 1iJRTH DAKOTA 

DATE \'2.,- l Q:rl?.:> CAS t N 0. 2\ t.\a) 
ln trociuC8J Sy <;;;N\ 8\.eVld~ 
Exh.bit t _ 

Identified By '?.\cli.\o~ 



NDIC CASE 21400 

EXHIBIT F 

Ambrose Bakken Pool 
Amend Field Rules 
Divide County, ND 

The table below shows reservoir data approximations for the Bakken and Three Forks used in 

evaluating the spacing unit. Both intervals are considered future targets for infill development. 

Estimated Reservoir Data, and Volumetrics 

Reservoir Three Forks Bakken 

Porosity(%) ~8% ~1% 

Oil Saturation (%) ~10% ~so% 

Net Pay Thickness (ft) ~12' ~ss' 

Drainage Area (Acres) 1,280 1,280 

Oil FVF (RB/STB) 1.3 1.3 

OOIP (MMBO) 5.13 MMBO 14.70 MMBO 

Recoverable Reserves (per well) 370 MBO 325 MBO 

Single Well Recovery Factor 7.2% 2.2% 

4 Well Recovery Factor 28.8% 8.8% 

Initial GOR 600 SCF/BBL 600 SCF/BBL 

The table below shows "Single Well" econom ics assumptions for an individual well targeting the 
Bakken or Three Forks formation . D&C investment assumes a multi-stage completion. Using 
the inputs below, the result ing economics meet our corporate hurdles. 

Typical Single-Well Economic Data Three Forks Bakken 

D&C Investment $6,500,000 $6,500,000 

Base OPEX $6,250/month $6,250/month 

30 Day IP 330 BOPD 340 BOPD 

Ultimate Recovery 370 MBO 325 MBO 

Oil Price (Effective) $90/bbl $90/bbl 

Gas Price (Effective) $4.00/M M BTU $4.00/MMBTU 

ROR 45% 35% 

Payout (Undiscounted) 2.12 Years 2.49 Years 

Gas Sales 
SM has signed a gas purchase agreement with ONEOK for gas gathering in th is area . ONEOK is 
currently constructing gathering lines and well connections. Currently 25 of SM Energy's 46 
operated wells in the area are connected to gas sales lines. All SM-operated wells in the 
Ambrose, Colgan, and We9t Ame rose~ sho• lid b~ connected to gas sales by the first 
Quarter of 2014. !¥->':-:;\ 8 pe1muep1 

( ~ l'Q14X3 
n~w% AS p8:)f1p0JlUI 

OOF'l-Z: "ON 3S\f8 Ci'\~<b\-c,\ 3l'v'O 
\f lO>l\iO Hl~ON .:JO 31V lS 
NOISS WH~OJ ltmusnONI 



BEFORE THE INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

Application of SM Energy Company for an ) 
amending the applicable orders for the ) 
Ambrose-Bakken pool to establish an ) 
overlapping 2560-acre spacing unit ) 
consisting of all of Sections 15, 16, 21 and ) 
22, T.163 N. , R. 99 W. , Divide County, ND, ) 
and authorize the drilling of a horizontal well ) 
at any location thereon, or granting such ) 
other relief as may be appropriate. ) 

APPLICATION 

COMES NOW the applicant, SM Energy Company, and respectfully alleges as follows: 

1. It is the owner of an interest in the oil and gas leasehold estate underlying all or 

portions of Sections 15, 16, 21 and 22, Township 163 North, Range 99 West, Divide County, 

North Dakota. 

2. Said lands are included within the Ambrose field and Sections 15 and 22 and 

Sections 16 and 21 currently constitute 1280-acre spacing units with up to 7 wells allowed on 

each such spacing unit. 

3. Applicant believes that additional wells are or may be required to adequately 

drain the common source of supply and believes that an additional well sho~ld be allowed to be 

drilled on or near the common unit line between the two existing 1280-acre spacing units. 

Applicant proposes that an overlapping 2560-acre spacing unit consisting of said lands be 

established and that it be authorize to drill such a well. 

4. In applicant's opinion , such will prevent waste, protect correlative rights, and 

prevent the drilling of unnecessary wells. 

5. Applicant requests that it be allowed to present testimony by telephone pursuant 

to Section 43-02-03-88.2 of the North Dakota Administrative Code. 



WHEREFORE, applicant respectfully requests that this matter be set for hearing at the 

regularly scheduled hearings in December, 2013 and that thereafter the Commission enter its 

order granting the relief requested. 

Dated this 15th day of November, 2013. 

SM ENERGY COMPANY 

CROWLEY FLECK PLLP 
Attorneys for the Applicant 
Suite 600, 400 East Broadway 
P.O. Box 2798 
Bismarck, ND 58502 

~RISON 
ST ATE OF NORTH DAKOTA ) 

) SS. 

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH ) 

John W. Morrison, being first duly sworn on oath, deposes and says that he is the 
attorney for the applicant herein named, that he has read the above and foregoing application, 
knows the contents thereof, and that the same is true to the best of this affiant's knowledge, 
information and belief. 

(SEAL) isa Herberholz, Notary ublic 
Burleigh County, North Dakota 

·~""""'.......,,m-""1'"'~..:...;,m~~tMy Commission Expires: 

2 
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OIL & GAS DIVISION 

600 E BLVD AVE #405 
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Order I Tvoe 
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~ Nonh 0..lcool lndusO'ial Commission 
will hold a public hearing at 9:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, December 18, 2013, at the N.D. 
Oil & Gas Division, 1000 East Calgary Ave., 
81smardc, N . . D. At the hearing t~ 
CQmmission will receive testi1m>.nx and· 
e><fliliits. Persons with any intet.!~ )h tli~ 
~~· Utte<l below, take notice. , :, 
~S Wftl'i DISABILITIES: .• 
hearing you need spetial faqiJitJes or 
assist<llice, CO/ltaC! .Pie Oil aila Gas 
Division at 701-328·8038 by TlilJrsday, 
December 05, 2013. 

.._..,. K ~ IJ _, :ff. U4lff_ 

IUOIW on4 ~ fl and "· TUlN.., 
It IOOW~ Seaiom; I, 2. II and I 2; Seaiom; 
16, 17,20 and 21;Seaiom; 17, 18, 19 and 20, 
T.163N., R.IOOW; and Sections 17, 18. 19 
and 20,T. I 63N., R. 99W, Divide County, ND, 
or granting such other relief as may be 
appropriate. 
Case No. 21400: Application of SM Energy 
Co. fo;:a;;-a;;;nding the applicable orders 
for the Ambrose-Bakken Pool to establish 
an overlapping 2560-acre spacing unit 
consisting of Sections 15, 16, 21 and 22, 
T. I 63N., R. 99W, Divide County, ND, and 
authorize the drilling of a horizontal well at 
any location thereon, or granting such other 
relief as may be appropriate. STATE OF NORTH DAKQ'fa-TO: 

Case No. 21390: On a motioil Qf the 
Commission to consider appr.op. · ri.ate 
spacing · for the True Oil UC #33-35 
2-llMBI True Federal (File No. ~02), 
with a surface location in the NWSE of 
Section 35, T.148N., R.IOIW, Bowline 
Field, McKenzie County, ND. 
Case No. 21391: Proper spacing for the 
dev~opment of the Bell-Bakken Pool, Stark 
County, ND, redefine the field limits, and 
enact such special field rules as may be 
necessary. Continental Resources, Inc.; 
Whiting Oil and Gas Corp. 

Case No. 2140 I: Application of SM Energy 
Co. !Or an order amending the applicable 
orders for the Bear Den-Bakken Pool. 
McKenzie County, ND, to establish an 
overlapping 2560-acre spacing unit 
consisting of Sections 25 and 36, T. l 49N., 
R.96W., and Sections 30 and 31 , T. I 49N., 
R.95W and authorize one or more 
horizontal wells to be drilled thereon, o~ 
granting such other relief as is appropriate. 
Case No. 21402:>.Qplication of QEP Energy 
Co.10r an order allowing the MHA 5-32-

Case .bla...2).39#- Proper spacing for the 
qeyeloprnent of the Chateau-Three Forks 
P;~l Billings Cou~ty, ND, redefine the field 
fi1jts, aod enact such special field rules as 
trf# l:>e n.eej!s~ry. Whiting Oil and Gas 
CO<'p. . 
~e No, 2H9~: Proper spadng for the 
~elo~h~. of'the Gaylord-Bal<ken Poof, 
Bilr.n'gs a~ Stark Counties, ND, redefine 
:lie. field tlm(f.s, and enact such special· field 
'LI\~ •as.llJar"be necessary. Whiting Oil .and 
4~ <;brfl1:. . , 
~~e · Nd-j~~-~9!_ Proper spacing fOr die 
t¢ket~nt . or the Green River·Bak1cen 
'ool. Stirk County, ND, redefine the field 
mits, a)ld enaot .. such special fiefd Mi~~· 
iay be · rietessary. Fidelity Exploration & 
roduction:Co:;Whiting Oil and Gas Corp. 
:ase No. 1..f-395: !'roper spacing for the 
evel~the Zenith-Bakken PQOf 
:arlc CQtlbty, ND, redefine the field 11mits: 
id enact· such special field rules as may 
' necessary. Fidelity Exploration & 
oduction Co.; Whiting Oil and Gas COl'j); 
ise No. 2-13.96: Proper spacing for die 
:velopment of the North Creek-Bakken 
rol, Stark County, ND, redefine the field 
1its, aod enaq such special field rules as 
•Y' be necessary. Whiting Oil and Gas 
>rp. 
se No. 21397: Proper spacing for the 
1elo~ the Park-Bakken Pool. 
ings County, ND, redefine the field limits. 
I enact such spe.cial field rules as may be 
:essary., Whiting Oil and Gas Corp. 
;e No. '2'1220: (Continued) Temporary 
cirig 'f~ ilevelc:>p an oil and/or gas pool 
:o~'.· by the Whiting Oil and Gas 
:p. ·· 'I Qayidson, Lo.t 2 Section 3 I, 
n !)4~. Golden Valley, Coanty, 

. 'e':{Jelc;l limits. and enact. such 
. :as ~ay ~ neces-sarl · . 

: (Confinµed) T<!~r 
mg~~ ... 9P acy 01r and/or gas ;p~ 
:ivereif''·by the 'Whiting Oil an·cf" ttaS< 
>. #33-11 McDanold, NWSE Section 
: l 42N., R. I 05W, Golden Valley County, 
!lefine. the field limits. and enatt such 
ia! fiel.d rules as may be necessary. 
~5: (Continued) In the matter 
hearing called on a motion of the 

mis:sion to consider the termination, 
ny other appropriate action, of the 
1west Starbuck-Spearfish Unit, 
1eau County, ND, operated by Petro 
!st.er Operating Company. LLC 

No. 21398: Application of Petro 
'5te1 Operating Co., LLC for an order 
ng the Rice # 14 (File No. 22863) to 
mpleted in the Renville-Madison Pool 
xation ap,proximately 840 feet from 
•uth line and 191 S feet from the east 
Section 8, T.161 N.:R.82W, Bottineau 
:y, . ND, as an exception to any 
1bJe erders. or requirements, • or 
\k!lfCh other, relief as .(flax be 
•nate. · 
~o~ppll~ation of SM Erler'gy ,·: 
· an amending the applicable orders 
e Ambrose, West Ambrose , and 
-Bakken Pools, including without 
>n Order No. 22099. to allow an 
ial horizontal well to be drilled in 
ifirlJP mP.mho,. ,..,/ ,h,. Q,.l.,l,,,._ 

31H-I50-90 ffUe No. 24421) to be 
completed at a location as close as 475 feet 
to the north line of a spacing. unit described 
as the SE/4 NW/4, sn NE/4, NE/4 SWf4 
and N/2 SE/4 of Section 31 and the sn N/2 
and N/2 sn of Section 32, T. I 50N., R. 90W, 
Mclean County, ND, as an exception to the 
applicable requirements of the Deep Water 
Creek Bay-Bakken Pool, or granting such 
other relief as may be appropriate. 
Case~: Application of OXY USA. 
lnc.,.to amend the applicable orders for the 
Cabernet-Bakken Pool to establish a 160-
acre drilling or spacing unit for the 
Cabernet-Madison Pool consisting of the 
NW/4 of Section I, T.143N., R.97W., Dunn 
Cojillt)'; l>{O, and authorize the Stroh 11; IH 
well to be recompleted in the Cabemet­
~disOI\ Pool at any location not closer 

·~ JOO,. fef:t to the bouncja.ry. of said 
~g Qr sp.acing unit, or granting 

} .~fii Oth~r and further relief as may be 
'''W!J:Ppr:iate. .. . .;.A .. :'.. i ;-, 
~~:<6-pplitation of.O~~' 
Ina, to amend the app1ieable orders for tJ;ie 
Qhl!rnet-Bakken Pool to establish two 
640-acre spacing units consisting of Section 
I and Section 12. T.143N., R.9TW., Dunn 
County, ND, and allow up to three 
horizontal wells to be drilled thereon in 
addition to the wells currently allowed on 
the existing 1280-acre spacing unit 

· · g of said lands; or granting such 
and further relief as may be 
fate. 

. . .. 5: Application of OXY USA, 
ki~ • .tO amend the applicable orders for the 

'· rt:~ <iil'l!l!k·Sakken Poqi to e~1im, 
. tW'il . 610-acre · spacing units consistirrt @f 
· Sectio,,. l81nd Section l9,T.143N., R.95\Y.: 

Qunn C9Unty, ND, and allow up tq tWQ 

-~·· .. ·· riz. ontal wells ~P be drill~\! ~- reo.nA[!' .• 
·:, _,_ ition to the w~q_scurren9Y' ~l~~6,/l:· 

f!. existing 1~110-acre sp~t.ia&; .~ 
con$isting of s~id' lands; or gpi.iliiof ~ 
p%¢r and further relief ~,, may b.e 

' ·itlj)roprlate. 
usLt:!:stlJ;406: Application of OXY USA, 
Inc., tcramend the applicable orders for the 
Willmen-Bakken Pool to establish two 64-0-
acre spacing units consisting of Section 16 
and Settion 21. T.1 42N., fj..97W , 
Dunn County, ND, and allow up to two 
horizontal wells to be drilled thereon in 
addition to the wells currently allowed on 
t~ existing 1280-acre spa.c=ing unit 

consisting of said lands; or granting such 
other and further relief as may be 
appropriate. 
Case No. 21407: Application of OXY USA, 
inc. fol'-e"""1'der· amending the applicable 
orders to allow wells completed in the 
Crooked Creek-Bakken Pool, Dunn 
County, ND. to produce at a maximum 

· etli<rient rate and Oare gas produced in 
asfociation with oil, or for such other ·relief 
as may be applicable. 
Case No. 21408: Application of Oasis 
Petrole~rth America LLC for ~~ 
order allowing the Rivera #5892 2 l -3Qf· 
(File No. 25723) well to be completed with 
a portion of well bore not isolated by 
cement to be potentially open to tile 
Bakken Pool at a location aooroximatelv 

W. ._, - -., <I Sec-.. 2S.. 1:1 Slit. 
lttlW~ t1ountni Counq-. NO, u an 
excq>tion to me appliable ~(I 
the Deep Water Creek Bay-Bakken Pool, 
and such other relief as is appropriate. 
Case ...t;!o. 21409: Zplication of Oasis 
Petroleum North merica LLC for an 
order amending the applicable orders for 
the Gros Ventre-Bakke·n Pool to establish 
two overlapping 2560-acre spacing units 
consisting of Sections 9, 10, 15 and 16; and 
Sections 15, 16, 21 and 22, T.l 60N., R.93W, 
Burke County, ND, and allow one or more 
horizontal wells to be drilled thereon, or 
granting such other relief as may be 
appropriate, · 
Case No. 214 IO.:_~plication of Oasis 
Petroleu~erica LLC for an 
order amending the applicable orders for 
the Baker-Bakken Pool to establish two. 
overlapping 2560-acre sp.acing . units 
consisting of Sections 19, 20,29 and 30; and 
Sections 29, 30, 31 and 32, T. I 53N. 
R. I OOW., McKenzie and Willi3ms Counties, 
ND, and allow one or more horizontal wells 
to be dnlled thereon, or granting such 
o.ther relief as may be appropriate. 
Case No. 21411 : Application of Oasis 
PetroleDm North America LLC for an 
order amending the applicable orders for 
the Cottonwood-Bakken Pool. Borke and 
Mountrail Counties, ND, to allow all wells 
to produce oil at an unrestricted rate and 
flare gas produced rn association therewith 
until June 30 201-4, or suc;h other time as 
may be established by the Commission, or 
for such other relief ill .rrfi.'i be aj)prQpliate. 
Case No. 21412: Applica~:O( Hess Corp. 
for ~er-amending<'. t/le arplicable 
orders for the f[qga~lla.kken Pool to· 
establish a 1280-acre'. s·pacing unit consisting 
of Section 24, T.l 57N., ·R.95W., Williams 
County, ND, and Sectiol) 19, T.157N., 
R.94W, Mountrail County, ND, and 
authorize up to three horizQOtal wells to be 
drilled on thereon, or granting such other 
and further relief as inat.'be·appropriate. 
Case o. 2 J 41 l : · tiqmof·tiess Corp. 

· · · ap11licable 
·kken Pool 
2S60''3c~ 
s 1. :i. ri 
, and- 24, 
.·Nt;l,for 

ar· more 
l!Otizonta.I · · , s'piant·· 
unit boundary; and granting such other and 
further r.eli~f as may be appropriate. 
<,:ase No. 21414~i(l(tlb1h!f+fess Corp. 
for ~r<ter- amending the applicable 
orders for the Little Knife and the Big 
Gulch-Bak~en Pools to establish an 
overlapping 2560-acre· . . spacing unit 
consisting•of Sections I and 12 and Sections 
2 and II, T.147N., R,97W., Dunn Ceunty, 
ND, for the purpose of drilling one or more 
horizontal wells on the common spacing 
unit boundary; and granting such other and 
further relief as may be appropriate. 
Case No. 21415: Application of Hess Corp. 
for an order amending the applicable 
·afde'fS for the Little Knife-Bakken Pool to 
~sh an overlapping 2560-acre spacing 
cltl'i6nsisting of'Sections. 13, 14, 23 and 24, 
T. I 47N., R.97W, Dunn County, ND. for the 

i'fiiirpose of drirnng one, or nl0te hbtit&ntal 
i ~II~-' on . _.Et>e. rr'iOP1J1lWL .}'~ciai:r , 1.mi~ , 
bound'ary; and .granti.ng sue~ ,o~her · and . 
Mrtliet relief1 a~ may ~ 'a):lpro~H~te. , ' 
Case No. 21416: Application of Hess Corp. 
for-m--e.der amending the applicable 
orders for the Bear Creek and the Cedar 
Coulee-Bakken Pools to establish an 
overlapping 1280-acre spacing unit 
consisting of Sections IS and 16, T. I 47N., 
R.96W, Dunn County, ND, for the purpose 
of drill ing one or more horizontal wells on 
the common spacing unit boundary; and 
granting such other and further relief as 
may be appropriate. 
Case ~~"417: Application of Hess Corp. 
for an order amending the applicable 
orders for the Cedar Coulee-Bakken Pool. 
Dunn County, NO, to allow all wells to 
produce oil at an unrestricted rate and flare 
gas produced in association therewith until 
June 30, 2014, or such other time as may be 
established by the Commission. or for such 
other relief as may be appropriate. 
Case No.Jl 418: Application of Hess Corp. 
for an order amending the applicable 
orders for the Cherry Creek-Bakken Pool, 
McKenzie County, ND. to allow all wells to 
ornrl11rP n il :at ~n 11nrPdrirtPri r:ttP ::inA fhrP 

~ "r me Commiuio<t..,.. ro... well 
00..... ~ u mq be appropriate. 
Case No. 21419: Application of Hess Corp. 
for an order amending the applicable 
orders for the Wheelock-Bakken Pool, 
Williams County, ND. to allow all wells to 
pr~uce oil at an' unrestricted rate and flare 
gas produced in association therewith until 
June 30, 2014. or such ot!ler time as may be 
estal>lishj!d by the Commission, or for such 
other relief as may be appropriate. 
Case l>lo..ll42~plication of Hess Corp. 
for an order amending the applica.ble 
orders for the White Earth-Bakken Pool, 
Mountrail County. ND, to allow all wells to 
produce oil at an unrestricted rate and flare 
gas produced in association therewith until 
June 30, 2014, or such other time as may be 
established by the Commission, or for such 
other relief as may be appropriate. 
Case No. 21421 : Application of Burlington 
Resources Oil & Gas Co. LP for an order 
allowing the Archer #44-25TFH (File No. 
25960) to be completed in and produce 
from a spacing unit in Zone X of the 
Charlson-Bakken Pool descn"bed as all of 
Sections 24 and 25, T.l53N., R.95W., 
McKenzie County, ND, with a portion of 
the well bore not isolated by cement 
extending above th4 top of the 
Charlson-Bakken Pool . as defined by 
applicable orders, anihuch· other' relief as. is 
appropriate. 
Case Ilk>. 21275: {~ed) Proper 
spacing for the ~loi:lmllnt of the 
Fillmore-Bakken PoOl,:@j\>jde Councy, ND, 
l'edefine the field limits, and enact such 
special field rules as may be necessary. 
Bakken Hunter, UC 
Case No. 21422: Application of Sojourn 
E~-bl£-foMO 9(der ~eating existing 
spacing units locateq w!diin· the South 
Horse Creek-Red ·River PQof to create and 
establish a 320-acre spacing'~nit c001f1#sed 
of the N/2 of Section 33,T.129N:,R.:16'\W 
Bowman County, ND. and sucll. other relief 
as is approprfate. 
Case No. 21-03: Applic2tioh of Sakakawea 
Venw~eking a~ order aitjlorizing 
the construction of an oil ' treating and 
ailfie'? waste ~~p~sing facility on 
the site of an ,existing. ~ter disposal 
fa'GU\Q' SV N~n #T (f~il' No. 90237) 
SWNW Section 2,' tl62N., R.9SW, 
Divide County, ND for the purpose of 
salvaging, treating and recycling upstream 
petroleum wastes, and' such other reffef as 
is appropriate. 
Ca~24:Application of Buffalo HH!s, 
LLC, in accordance with NDAC § 43-02-0l­
S I, for an ord.er ·authorizing the 
construction of an oil. treating and oilfield 
waste tr.eating/pro<:e~silig .' facility to be 
located in the SESE Section 30, T. I 44N., 
R:9SW, Dunn County. ND, for the purpose 

of salvaging, treating and recycling upstream 
petroleum wastes. 
~S: Application of SM Energy 
CG. f.tr an order pursuant to NDAC 
§ «43 02-03-88. l eooling,,all interests in a 
spacing unit described as Sections 16 and 
21, T. l 63N., R. 99W, Ambrose-Bakken Pool, 
Divide County, ND, as provided by NDCC 
§ 38-08-08, and such other relief as is 
appropriate. 
Cas: No. 21426: Application of SM Erl!lrgy 
Co. fo r an order pOr$uant to Nq/\-"€ 
§ 43 02-03-88.1 pooljng all interests in a 
spacing unit described as Sections 28 and 
33, T. I 63N., R. 99W.Ambrose-Bakken Pool, 
Divide County, ND, as provided by NDCC 
§ 38-08-08, and such other relief as is 
appropriate .. 
Case No. 21427:Application of SM Energy 
Co.--rorai1 order pursuant to NDAC 
§ 43 02-03-88. l pooling all interests in a 
spacing unit described as Sections 29 and 
32, T. I 63N., R.99W, Ambrose-Bakken Pool. 
Divide County, ND, as provided by NDCC 
§ 38-08-08, and such other relief as is 
appropriate . 
Ca~28: Application of SM Energy 
Co. for an order pursuant to NDAC 
§ 43 02-03-88. I pooling all interests in a 
spacing unit described as Sections 30 and 
31, T. I 63N . R.99W., Ambrose-Bakken Pool, 
Divide County, ND, as provided by NOCC 
§ J8cQ8.08. and such other relief as is 
appropriate. 



tR ~nzJ ..W.iffH r-u 
C.o. - - ~ 6e Wfialilc ord<n b- ·che a-- 0-S.W.. lb!il to 
allow up to 5ix -as IX> be .... upon l 

~-acre spacing unit desat.ed as 
Section 25, T.1'49N., R.96W., McKenzie 
Coun.ty, ND, or granting such other relief as 
is appropriate. 
Case..No..2liJQ;t.pplication of Petro-Hunt. 
LLC. (or an order pursual\t to NDAC 
§ 43 02-03..88.1 pooling all interests in a 
spacing a.nit described as Sections 26 and 
35,T. I 59N., R.94W., East Tioga-Bakken Pool, 
Burke County, ND, as provided by 
NDCC § 38-08-08,-and such other relief as 
is appropriate. 
Case N2· 2 r-431 ~plication of Hess Corp. 
for an o.rder pursuant to NDAC 
§ 43 02-03-88.1 pooling all interests in a 
spacing unit described as Sections 25 and 
36, T. I 59N., R. 98W., Big Stone-Bakken Pool, 
Williams County, ND, as provided by 
NDCC § 38-08-08, and such other relief as 
is appropriate. 
Case. No, 2,1.j32: Application of Hess Corp. 
for an O{der pursuant to NDAC 
§ 13 02..o3-88.I pooling all interests in a 
spacing 1.1nit described as Sections 26 and 
35, T. I 59N.,R 98W., Big Stone-Bakken Pool, 
Wfll.ia.ms .County, ND, as provided by 
NDCC §38-08-08, and such other relief as 
is appro(>ri~te. 
Case Np. 2'1:'133: Application of Hess Corp. 
for · · pursuant to NDAC 
§ ·fr . I pooling all intereru in a 

· · escribed as Sections 27 and 
l , 98W., Big Stone-Bakken Poot, 
Will\'am · ·. ·• unty, ND, as provided by 
N OCC p:s,708-08, and such other relief as 

· is. ap.propri~te. 
' 'Case No, 21434:Application of Hess Corp. 

for an order pursuant to NDAC 
§ 13 02-0HIS.I pooling all inwern,in ~ 
spacing unit described as sectfoii's • t·U~!t 
21, T. I S8N., R.98W., Rlinbow-llakken-~1, 
Williams County, ND, as providl!d by 
NDCC § 38-08-08, and such other reJ;et as 
is appropriate. " . 
Case ~Application of Heu.~.!m. 
for an order pursuant to w~ 
§ '43 02-03-88. I pooling all intere~' j~ ·~ 
spacing unit described as Sections 29 and 
32, T. I 58N;, R.98W, OliVer-Bakken P~. 
Williams County, ND, as pro.vided· by 
NDCC § 38-08-08, and such other re11ef as 
is appropriate. 
Case No. 21436: Application of Hess Corp. 
for an--ortler pursuant to N@.AC 
§. '43 02-03-SS. I pooling all mterew in a· 
spacing unit described as Sections I 3 and 

i l1J T.158N., R.97VY.~i New Hhme<lla~n • 

.i~· .· . ~;v'lljl!i~s Countyr ND, ~•. Pr!?~~~ by' 
. e'f;f.8':-08-08, anct sush ofJ>~r {el~ as -

1 prop'i1il!te. · ' · ' ' 
Case No. 2143 7: Application of Hess C-0rp. 
for an--oraer pursuant to NDAC 
§ 43 02-03-SS. I pooling all intereru in a 
spacing unit described as Sections 25· and 
36. T. I 58N., R.97VY., New Home-Bakken 
P09.t, Williams County, ND, as provided by 
NDCC § 38-08-08, and such other relief as 
is appropriate. 
Case No. 21438:Application of Hess Corp. 
for 'a'fl-<>r<ler pursuant to NDAC 
§ 43 02-03~8.I pooling all interests in a 
spacing unit described as Sections 17 and 
34, T. I 58N., R.97VY., New Home-Bakken 
Pool, Williams County, ND, as provided by 
NDCC § 38-08-08, and such other relief as 
is appropriate. 
Case No. 2H39:Application of Hess Corp. 
for ~r pursuant to NDAC 
§ 43 02-03-88.1 pooling all interests in a 
spacing unit described as Sections 28 and 
33, T. I 58N., R.97VY., New Home-Bakken 
Pool, Will iams County, ND, as provided by 

DCC § 38-08-08, and such other relief as 
s appropriate. 
ase No. 21440: Application of Hess Corp. 

or ~ pursuant to NDAC 
43 02-03-88.1 pooling all interests ·in a 

pacing unit described as Sections 30 and 
I, T. I 58N., R.97W, New Home-Bakken 
ool, Williams County, ND, as provided by 
DCC § 38-08-08, and such oth·er relief as 
appropriate. 
ase No. 21441 : Application of Hess Corp. 
r--:rn der pursuant to NDAC 
43 02-03-88. I pooling all interests in a 
acing unit described as Sections 1.8 and 

9, T. I 58N., R.96W, South Meadow-Bakken 
ol, Williams County, ND, as provided by 
DCC § 38-08-08, and such other relief as 
,,..,,...,.,....,.., .. ; ... ,.. 

eu.;~ dHe.. <Arp. 
foe- an onte.- punuant to "'°"C 
§ '43 02-03-88.1 pooling all i<iterests in a 
spacing unit described as Sections 29 and 
32, T.158N., R.96W., South Meadow-Bakken 
Pool, Williams County, ND, as provided by 
NDCC § 38-08-08, and such other relief as 
is appropriate. 
Case No. 21-441:{\pplication of Hess Corp. 
for an order pursuant to NOA( 
§ 43 02-03-SS.I pooling all interests in a 
spacing unit described . ~s Section 24, 
T.1$7N., R.9SW., and Section .19, USVN .. 
R.94W..r''1tl&a. 'Bakken Pool, Williams ~nd 
Mounmia. Counties, NO, as provid~. by 
NO'J, 3$!p8-08, and such Qther ~as 
fs · · · e. · 

;Appilcation of.Hes 
for· . iler amending the · ap 
of~:f&f,ihe South Meadow-~a 
tO' •ljili~~e up to six ~o'rizontal 
dti!l~d . ~;, a I 2S0-acire spacing unit 
descfi~d· as Sections 18 and 19, T.158N., 
R.96W., Williams County, ND; and granting 
sucli other and further relief as may be 
appropriate. 
Cas~ No. 2W5:Appfication of Hess Corp. 
for an order amending the applicable 
orders for the Little Knife,Bakken Pool (i) 
to autJi~rn:~ ;up to: six horizontal wells to be 
drilled on 1280-acre spacing units described 
as Sections-5 and 8; and Sections 15 and 22, 
T. I 45N; R.f/W.; and Sections 1 and 9; 
Sedi6~ti1'irid2.J';'and Sections 26 and 35, 
I146N.'; lt97W.. Dunn County, ND; (ii) to 
authorize 'tlp to eight tioritontal wells to be 
drilled 0n 128.0.acre $pacing units described 
as Sectii)ns 5 ~nd 8, T. I '47N., R. 97VY., Qlliln 
Coon.ft ND, and Section I, T. I 45N .. R. 9SW. 
and Section j6, T.146N,, R.98W. McKeniie 
CO!int)'I No; (iii) tJ:> authorize up to niile 
hOIWntS. "we. Ifs .to be ·tfl'illed on a 1• 
a~·& · unit,described as Sections ~7 
and' 3 f I f;l:;:R,9.7VY., Dunn County, Nt;>; 
anck(iv!:tranting such other relief as may he 
~te. 
4-s'e No. 21416.:_Application of Marathi;>n 
Ort G~ei- pursuant tci 1!1011.C 
§ '43 .02-03-88.1 pooling all interests in a 
spa<iffjg, µnit described. as Sections 17 aild 
20, T. l'S7N., R. I 03W., Strandahl-Bait-ken 
1'00f.'Will1ams Coonty; ND, as providell by 

NDCC §~38-08"08, and such other relief as 
is appropriate. · . 
Case Ng 214'47: t.Pplication of 1<0diak 011 
&Gas (USA) lnc'?or an order amendi~g the 
applicable orders for the Truax-Bakken 'Pool 
to authorize up to sixteen horizol)Ial wells 
to·be drilled on two 1280-acre spacing units 
described as Sections 26 and 35; and 
Sections 28 and 33, T. I 54N., R.98W. . 
Williams County, ND; and for such other 
relief as may be appropriate. 
Case No. 2M48·.Application of Burlington 
Resoorces Oil & Gas Co. LP for an order 
pursuant to NDAC §.43 02-03-88.1 pooling 
alt inte·reru in a spacing unit described as 
Sections 26, 27, 34 and 35, T. I SJN .. 
R.96W., Keene-Bakken/Three Forks Pool, 
McKenzie County, ND, as provided by 
NDCC § )8-08-08, and such other relief as 
is appropriate. . . . 
Case No. 21449:Application ofWh1ting 011 
and\ias Corp. for an order pursuant to 
NDAC § 43 02-03-88.1 pooling all interests 
in a spacing unit described as Sections 2. 3. 
10 and II, T.152N., R.97W, Twin Valley­
Bakken Pool, McKenzie County, ND. as 
provided by NDCC § 38-08-08, and such 
other relief as is appropriate. 
Caie~:Application of Whiting Oil 
anct'Gas Corp. for an order pursuant to 
NDAC § 43 02-03-88.1 pooling all interests 
in a spacing unit described as Sections 4. S, 
8 and 9,T.1 52N., R.97W,TwinValley-Bakken 
~qo. I, McK~nzie County, ND, as provided by 
Nf>t:C ·§ 3~-08-08, and such other relief as 
is appropriate. . . . 
Case Wo.JJ.4il: Application of Whiting Oil 
and Gas Corp. for an order pursuant to 

NDAC § 43 02-03-88.1 pooling all interem 
in a spacing unit described as Sections I and 
t 2,T 14.3N., R.1 04W, Beaver Creek-Bakken 
Pool, Golden Valley County, ND, as m\i!ed by NDCC § 38-08-08. and such 
lj(ll~r relief as is appropriate. . . . 
Case Ng 21i52:Application ofWhmng 011 
andGas Corp., for an order amending the 
applicable orders for the Pleasant H1ll­
Bakken Pool, McKenzie County. ND. to 

authorize the drilling of up to seven 
horizontal wells on a 1280-acre spacing un it 
. . - ·- . _,., - ...... ' 

cue .Na. 214Sl:~ d OKY tM 
Inc.-'°' iii OHier punuznt to NOll.C 
§ '43 02-03-88. I pooling all i<iceresu in a 
spacing unit described as Sections 25 and 
36, T.141 N., R. 97VY., St. Anthony-Bakken 
Pool, Dunn County, ND, as provided by 
NDCC § 38-08-08, and such other relief as 
is appropriate. 
Case No. 21454: Application of Oasis 
Petroletmi-t<lmlr America LLC for an 
order authorizing up to fifteen horizontal 
wells to be drilled on some or all of the 
1280-acre spacing units currently existing in 
the Willow Creek-Bakken Pool, McKenzie 
and Williams Counties, ND, or granting such 
other relief as is appropriate. 
Case No. 21455: Application of Oasis 
Petlt!leum North America LLC for an 
order authorizing up to twelve horizontal 
wells to be drilled on some or all of the 
1280-acre spacing units currently existing in 
the Tyrone-Bakken Pool, Williams County, 
ND; to alter the definition of the 
stratigraphic limits of the pool; or granting 
such other relief as is appropriate. 
Case No. 21456:Application of White Owf 
Enei:gy services, Inc. for an order pursuant 
to NDAC § 43-02.03.S8.I authorizing salt­
water dispo5al into the Dakota Group in 
the White Owf Johnsc:>ns Comer 5WD 1. 
well, NENE SectiOn 23, T. I 50N., R. 96W, 
Bllie Buttes Field, McKenzie County, ND, 
pursuant to NDAC Chapter 43-02-05 and 
sucl< other relief as is appropriate. 
Case No. 21457: !>-Ppli.cation of Buckhorn 
EnergfSemces. LLC. for an order pursuant 
to NDAC § 43-02-03-SS. I authorizing salt­
water disposal into the Dakota Grpup in 
the GO-Bergstrom SWD #I well, SWNE 
Section 17, T. ISSN., R.97VY., New Home 
Field, Wilriams County, ND. pursuant to 

. ·~ ;Cliap.terl !'ll-02-05 and sucb. p~er 
. , telief~ aPP.'(l?P.ri;lte. . · 
.,q.s;J:t 2'f4SS: j ln the matter of till!• 
-' ~! t a "risk penalty of WPX·~ 
Wiilisten, LLC requesting an order 
authorizing the recovery of a risk penalty 
from certain non-participating owners, as 
provided by NDCC § 38-08-08 in the 
drilling and completing of the Packineau 
#I 5-32H well located in a spacing llilit 
described as Section 32, T. I 49N., R. 9'2W, 
Heart Butte Bakken Pool, Dunn County, 
ND, pursuant to NDAC § 43-02.03-88.1, 
and such other relief as is appropriate. 
Case N~9: In the matter of the 
petition for a risk penalty of WPX Energy 
Williston, LLC requesting an order 
authorizing the recovery of a risk penalty 
from certain non-participating owners, as 
provided by NDCC § 38-08-08 in the 
drilling and completing of the Sarah Yellow 
Wolf #22-27HC well located in a spacing 
unit described as Sections 22 and 27, 
T.149N., R.91W., Heart Butte Bakken Pool, 

Dunn County, ND, pursuant to NDAC. 
§ 43-02.03.S8. I, and such ·other relief as is 
appropriate. 
Case No. 21460: In the matter of the 
petition for a ns~ penalty of WPX Energy 
Williston, LLC requesting an order 
authorizing the recovery of a risk penalty 
from certain non-participating owners. as 
provided by NDCC § 38-08-08 in the 
drilling and compl~ting of the Be.ar Den 
#24- I 3H2 well located in a spacing unit 
described as Sections 13 and 24, T. I SON., 
R.94W., Spotted Horn Bakken P!)ol, 
McKenzie County, ND, pursuant to NDAC 
§ 43-02-03.S8.1 , and such other relief as is 
appropriate. 
Case No. 21461 : In the matter of the 
petitionlor a risk penalty _of WPX Energy 
Williston, LLC requesting an order 
authorizing,the recovery of a risk penalty 
from certain non-participating owners, as 
provided by NDCC § 38-08-08 in the 
drill ing and completing of the Adam Good 
Bear # 15- 22HY well located in a spacing 
unit described as Sections IS and 22, 
T. I SON .. R.92W. Van Hook Bakken Pool, 
Mountrail County, ND, pursuant to NDAC 
§ 43. 02-03-88.1, and such other relief as is 
appropriate. 
Cas~62: In the matter of the , 
petition for a nsk penalty .of WPX Energy 
Williston. LLC requesting an order 
authorizing the recovery of a risk penalty 
from certain non-participating owners, as 
provided by NDCC § 38-08-08 in the 
drilling and completing of the Adam Good 
Bear #I S-22HD well located in a spacing 

, ' ., ' 1"' - -•' · -- IC: ..... ..l "')"') 

~ ~ NU,purwant O> Nt.w_ 

§ '4~-0l.&..I, and such Olher relia as ii 
appropriate. 
Case No. 21463: 'In the matter of the 
petition for a nsk pe~lty of WPX Energy 
Wnliston, LLC requesting an order 
authorizing the recovery of a risk penalty 
from certain non-participating owners, as 
provided by NDCC § 38-08-08 in the 
drilling and completing of the Adam Good 
Bear #IS-22HC well located in a spacing 
unit described as Sections 15 and 22. 
T. I 50N., R.92W., Van Hook Bakken Pool, 
Mountrail County, ND. pursuant to NDAC 
§ 43-02-03-SS. I, and such other relief as is 
appropriate. 
Case No. 21464: In the maner of the 
petition for a nsk penalty of Bakken Hunter, 
LLC. requesting an order authorizing the 
recovery of a risk penalty from certain 
non-participating owners as provided by 
NDCC § 38-08-08 in the drilling and 
completion of the Isaac #6H well located m 
a spacing unit consisting of Section 31, 
T. I 63N .. R.96W., Bounty School-Bakken 
Pool, Div.ide County, ND, pursuant to 
NDAC § 43.02-03-88.1, and such other 
relief as is appropriate. 
Case No. 21053: (Continued) In the matter 
of the pet1t1olr for a risk penalty of 
Bakken Hunter, LLC, requesting an order 
authorizing the recovery of a risk penalty 
from certain non-participating owners as 
provided by NDCC § 38-08-08 in the 
drilling and completion of the Tundra 
#3 I 30-4H well located in a spacing unit 
consisting of Sections 30 and 31, T. I 64N .. 
R. 98W., Ambrose-Bakken Pool, Divide 
County, ND, pursuant to NDAC 
·§ 43-02,(l3.S8. I, and such other relief as is 
appl'OPriate. 
Case No. 2 I 465:Application of North Plains 
Eiiergy, l!:LC .fat an order. pursuant to 
NDAC § 43-02-03-88.1 pooling all interests 
in a spaGing tmit cljlscribed as Sections 3 and 
I 0, T. I 60N., R. I OOW., Divide County, ND, 
Smoky Butte-Bakken Pool, as provided by 
NDCC § 38-08-08, and such other relief as 
is appropriate. 

Signed by, 
Jack Dalrymple, Governor 
Chairman, ND Industrial Commission 

11127 - 20692374 
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-~?g~;~~~~,~~ Affidavit of Publication 
State of North Dakota, County of Divide, ss : 
I, Cecile L. Krimm, being first duly sworn, on my oath, say that I am the publish er of The .Jo urn al, 

a weekly newspaper of general circulation and official newspaper of Divide County, State of North 
Dakota, published in the city of Crosby, ND, and that the advertisement headed 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
N.D. INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION OIL AND GAS DIVISION 

a printed copy of which is here attached, was published in The Journal on the following date: 

November 27 ................................................................... 89 lines@ 0.63 = $57.06 
TOTAL CHARGE ......................................................................................... $57.06 

'-

Signed_~~ cL , /~-) 
Cecile L. Krimm, Publisher 

Subscribed a nd sworn to before me Decemb,er 2, 20 1 <- · 
I I --! ,'f )" 

/ _,'· ./, I / / / I 
i/c/, / l/i·r£t(11 

/ /-) ; ~/1/ • • ,. / / /· ra.. .-· ; · · o' I /I I " . " ', 
(I/ (.,, . / I - J ' y . -

·-----
, / / Nota ry Public, State of North Dakota 

I 

.,..,.,,....,.a..,..,,,a.,.A...ollo..&.---· . ,,.,f.b,,.,;\,.,.....;'. 

HOL.\.Y R . .\NDERSON ~ 
Notary Pubiic ~; 

State of i'1orth Dakot::~ \~ 
My Commission Expires July i 15,!! l 
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NOTICE OF HEARING 
N.D. INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION OIL AND GAS DIVISION 

The North Dakota Industrial Com­
mission will hold a public hearing at 
9:00 a.m. Wednesday, December 18, 
2013, atthe N.D. Oil & Gas Division, 
1000 East Calgary Ave., Bismarck, 
N . D . At the hearing the Com­
mission will receive testimony and 
exhibits. Persons with any interest 
in the cases listed below, take notice. 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES : 
If at the hearing you ne.ed special 
facilities or assistance, contact the 
Oil and Gas Division at 701-328-
8038 by Thursday, December 05, 
2013 . STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 
TO: Case No. 21399: Application of 
SM Energy Co. for an amending the 
applicable orders for the Am.brose, 
West Ambrose, and Colgan-Bakken 
Pools, including without limitation 
Order No. 22099, to allow an ad­
ditional horizontal well to be drilled 
in the middle member of the Bakken 
Formation in five 2560-acre spacing 
units described as Sections 13 and 24, 
T.163N ., R.!OlW. and Sections 18 
and 19, T.163N., R.lOOW. ; Sections 
l, 2, ll and 12; Sections 16, 17, 20 
and 21 ; Sections 17, 18, 19 and 20, 
T.163N., R. lOOW.; and Sections 17, 
18, 19 and 20, T.163N:, ~.99W. , 
Divide Cotmty, ND, or granting such 
other relief as may be appropriate. 

Case No. 21400: Application of 
SM Energy Co. for an ame:q.ding the 
applicable orders for the Ambrose­
Bakken Pool to establish an overlap­
ping 2560-acre spacing unit consist­
ing of Sections 15 , 16, 21 and 22, 
T.163N., R .99W., Divide County, 
ND , and authorize the drilling of 
a horizontal well at any location 
thereon, or granting such other relief 
as may be appropriate . Case No. 
11.IZUContinued) Proper spacing 
for the development of the Fillmore­
Bakken Pool, Divide County, ND, 

redefine the field limits, and enact 
such special field rules as may be 
necessary. Bakken Hunter, LLC 

Case No. 21423 : Application of 
Sakakawea Ventures, LLC seeking 
an order authorizing the construction 
of an oil treating and oilfield waste 
treating/processing facility on the site 
of an existing saltwater disposal facil­
ity SV Noonan #1 (File No. 90237) 
SWNW Section2, T.162N., R.95W., 
Divide Cotmty, ND for the purpose 
of salvaging, treating and recycling 
upstream petroleum wastes, and such 
other relief as is appropriate. 

Case No. 21425 : Application of 
SM Energy Co. for an order pursu­
ant to NDAC § 43 02-03·88. l 
pooling all interests in a spacing 
tmit described as Sections 16 and 21 , 
T.163N., R.99W., Ambrose-Bakken 
Pool, Divide County, ND, as pro­
vided by NDCC § 38-08-08, and such 
other relief as is appropriate. 

Case No. 21426: Application of 
SM E~ order pursuant 
to NDAC § 43 02-03-88.1 pooling all 
interests in a spacing tmit described 
as Sections 28 and 33, T.163N., 
R .99W., Ambrose-Bakken Pool, 
Divide Cotmty, ND, as provided by 
NDCC § 38-08-08, and such other 
relief as is appropriate. 

ciise. No. 21427: ~nl~CfitlOn of 
SM Energy Co.Toran order pursuant 
to NDAC § 43 02-03-88.1 pooling all 
interests in a spacing tmit described 
as Sections 29 and 32, 'J;'. 163N ., 
R.99W., Ambrose-Bakken Pool, 
Divide County, ND, as provided by 
NDCC § 38-08-08, and such other 
relief as is appropriate. 

Case No. 21428 : Application of 
SM Energy Co. fOr an order pursuant 
to NDAC § 43 02-03-88.1 pooling all 
interests in a spacing unit described 
as Sections 30 and 31, T.163N., 

R .99W., Ambrose-Bakken Pool, 
Divide County, ND, as provided by 
NDCC § 38-08-08, and such qther 
relief as is appropriate. 

Case No. 21464:. In the matter 
of tne petition Iora risk p~nalty of 
Bakken Hunter, LLC, requesting 
an order authorizing the recovery 
of a risk penalty from certain non­
participating owners as provided by 
NDCC § 38-08-08 in the drilling and 
completion of the Isaac #6H well 
located in a spacing unit consisting 
of Section 31, T.163N., R.96W., 
Bounty School-Bakken Pool, Divide 
County, ND, pursuant to NDAC § 
43-02-03-88.1, and such other relief 
as is appropriate. 

Case ~Continued) In 
the 1fiiitter of the petition for a risk 
penalty of Bakken Hunter, LLC, 
requesting an order authorizing the 
recovery of a risk penalty from cer­
tain non-participating ownersas 
provided by NDCC § 38-08-08 in the 
drilling and completion of the Ttmdra 
#3130-4H well located in a spacing 
unit consisting of Sections 30 and 31, 
T.164N., R.98W., Ambrose-Bakken 
Pool, Divide Cotmty, ND, pursuant 
to NDAC § 43-02-03-88. 1, and such 
other relief as is appropriate. 

Case No. 21465: Application ?f 
Nort:hl'lams En~, LLC fitr ·an \ 
ord~r pursuant to NDAC § 43-0q-03- ' 
88.1 pooling all interests ina spa,eimg 
unit described as Sections 3 an~ l·O, ' 
T. l 60N., R. 1 OOW •• Di¥i4c; County, 
ND, Smoky Butte-Bakken ·Pdql, as 
provided by NDCC § 38-08-~8, and 
such other relief as is appropriate. 

Signed by, Jack Dalrymple, Gov­
ernor 

Chairman, ND Industrial Com- · 
mission 

(11-27) 


	Text1: The notary commission for Trudy Hogue expired on March 4, 2014, therefore notarization of documents by Trudy Hogue from March 4, 2014 to April 7, 2014 are invalid.  Corrected affidavits have been submitted for all orders mailed out during that time period.  


