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The TInyan Kara Formation, as used by the North Dakota
Geological Survey, refers to the Cretaceous section that has
been previously identified as "Dakota" or "Fall River-Fuson-
Lakota"™ in North Dakota.
No attempt has been made in this study to separate
"sandstone” from "shale" in the Inyan Kara Formation.
Therefore, this isopach map reflects the total thickness
of the unit. The non-marine and marine sections of the
Inyan Kara have not been differentiated, but only the
uppermost part of the section appears to be marine.
Several areas of increased thickness, which can
be seen on the map, may represent channels or
z deltas. These features are located mainly in the
southeastern part of the state, extending toward
the center. A somewhat less clearly defined
channel or delta is located in the southwestern
part of the state. The generally thicker Inyan
Kara deposits in the western part of the state
may indicate a western source area,
Inyan Kara sediments are absent in
several aveas in the northeastern cornmer of
z North Dakota. In the past, Jurassic Swift
sands occurring at the top of the section
were miscorrelated and were included in
the Inyan Kara. The current isopach map
reflects the correct interpretation,
omitting these sands from the Inyan
Kara.
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SELECTED INYAN KARA CROSS SECTIONS
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