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The Prairie Form ation is the th ickest salt layer in N orth
Dakota.  It is subd ivided into seven m em bers includ ing  a
basal anhyd rite (the Ratner) and six  potash-containing  salts
(Esterhazy, Wh ite Bear, Belle Plaine, Patience Lake,
Mountrail, and Wh ite Lake) separated by halite beds
(Anderson and Sw ineheart, 1979; LeFever and LeFever,
2005; Krug er, 2014).  The Prairie Form ation is capped by
the “Second Red Bed”, a red to g reen d olom ite or
calcareous shale.  The elevations presented on th is m ap are
based on tops of the Prairie salt below  the Second Red
Bed.  Tops w ere picked by interpretation of the log s from
895 w ells.  Elevations rang ed from  4,084 feet below  sea
level in northern Bottineau County to 10,218 feet below
sea level in central McKenzie County.
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